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Acknowledgement of Country 
I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the lands on which we meet, the Wiradjuri 
people and pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 
 

Item 1: Apologies 

Item 2: Disclosure of Interest 
In accordance with Section 451 of the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors should declare an 
interest in any item on this Agenda.  If an interest is declared, Councillors should leave the 
Chambers prior to the commencement of discussion of the item. 

Item 3: Confirmation of Minutes 

3.1 Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 17 April 2024 

Council Decision: 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 17 April 2024 be taken as read and confirmed. 
 
 
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting are separately attached. 
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Item 4: Matters in Progress 

SUBJECT RESOLUTION 
NO. & DATE RESOLUTION ACTION 

Investigation of 
Garbage 
collection 
service at 
Queen’s Pinch 
Waste Transfer 
Station 

Res. 66/20  
Ordinary 
Meeting 
18/03/2020 

Staff investigate the feasibility of 
replacing the Waste Transfer Station 
on Queen’s Pinch Rd with a garbage 
collection service. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 

Indoor Pool 
Business Case 

Res 296/22 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
21/09/2022 

That Council investigate financing 
options and grant opportunities for 
the construction of an indoor 
swimming pool. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 

Ulan and Cope 
Road Safety – 
Rumble Strips 

Res 241/23 
Ordinary 
Meeting 
18/10/2023 

That Council receive a report 
detailing costings and investigate 
opportunities for funding to install 
rumble strips along Ulan and Cope 
Roads to enhance safety measures. 

To be reported to 
Council at a future 
meeting. 
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Item 5: Mayoral Minute 
 
 
Nil  
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Item 6: Notices of Motion or Rescission 
 
 

6.1 Update on Mudgee Administration Building Upgrade   
NOTICE OF MOTION LISTED BY CR PERCY THOMPSON  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, A0160001 

   
 
MOTION 
 
That Council and the community receive an update from the General Manager on the 
progress of the Mudgee Administration Building upgrade. 
 

 
Background 
Members of the community have asked for an update on the plans to upgrade the administration 
building and Council chambers. 
 
Officer’s comments 
At the meeting in July 2022, Council resolved to support the further development of the concept 
plans for the Mudgee Administration Building Upgrade to allow for the submission of a 
Development Application. Work has continued on these plans and Council was further briefed on 
this project in September 2023. 
 
At this stage, the Development Application has not yet been submitted. It is also noted that no 
budget for future building works has been approved by Council so this remains as a potential future 
project. Staff have also worked on other strategies to try and create more usable work space within 
the administration precinct.  
 
Any consideration of the need for budget to undertake extensive building works for the Council 
administration area will now likely be a matter for Council to consider during its next term following 
the election in September 2024. 
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Item 7: Office of the General Manager 
 
 
Nil  
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Item 8: Development 
 
 

8.1 Draft Employment Lands Strategy (Industrial) 2024 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, LAN900156 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Strategic Planning on the Draft Employment 

Lands Strategy (Industrial) 2024; 

2. note the recommendation of the Draft Employment Lands Strategy (Industrial) 
2024 to update the Town Structure Plans Figure 3-1, Mudgee, Figure 3-2 
Gulgong, Figure 3-3 Rylstone, and Figure 3-4 Kandos as contained in the Mid-
Western Regional Comprehensive Land Use Strategy, Part C Strategy 2010; 

3. place the Draft Employment Lands Strategy (Industrial) 2024 on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days; and 

4. receive a further report following conclusion of the public exhibition period to 
consider any submissions received, or if at the end of the public exhibition 
period, no submissions are received, adopt the Draft Employment Lands 
Strategy (Industrial) 2024. 

 

 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to seek the endorsement of the Draft Employment Lands Strategy 
(Industrial) 2024 (the Strategy), prepared by PSA Consulting (and Bull + Bear Economics) on 
behalf of Council for public exhibition and comment for a period of 28 days. 
 
The Strategy has been prepared to guide the planning and identification of the suitable supply of 
employment lands, meeting projected demands for sustainable employment growth in the Mid-
Western Region (Region). The Strategy will shape the future employment land in the Region. The 
Strategy focuses on the E3 – Productivity Support, E4 – General Industrial and E5 - Heavy 
Industrial zonings across the towns of the Region. 
 
The Strategy is based on a comprehensive economic analysis of the Region prepared by Bull + 
Bear Economics which is provided as an appendix to the Strategy. The economic analysis made 
the recommendation that additional land be identified in the Region. 
 
A recommendation of the Strategy is to update the town structure plans: Figure 3-1, Mudgee, 
Figure 3-2 Gulgong, Figure 3-3 Rylstone, and Figure 3-4 Kandos as contained in the Mid-Western 
Regional Comprehensive Land Use Strategy, Part C Strategy 2010 (CLUS). The CLUS is the 
overarching strategic land use planning strategy.   
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Council has undertaken preliminary engagement with the landowners of the sites identified for a 
potential future industrial land supply. This preliminary engagement was to hear their thoughts and 
outline the process.  
 
The Strategy will provide direction in terms of considering any planning proposals relating to 
employment land (industrial).  
 
The outcomes of the public exhibition including the consideration of all submissions received will 
be reported to Council for final endorsement.  
   
The Mid-Western Regional Comprehensive Land Use Strategy (CLUS) 2010, prepared by Parsons 
Brinckerhoff, was adopted in August 2010. It is the overarching land use strategy guiding future 
land uses and development for urban and rural land in Mid-Western Regional Local Government 
Area. The CLUS was endorsed by the Department of Planning in 2011 following a long and 
extensive investigation into planning, land use and the desired future direction of the LGA.  
 
The CLUS provided the necessary strategic framework to guide planning over the next 25 years for 
the Mid-Western region. The most referenced aspect of the CLUS are the Town Structure Plans. 
There are maps for Gulgong, Mudgee, Rylstone, and Kandos towns, which visually represent the 
outcomes of the strategy. These specifically identify the location of the future supply of land, 
including industrial. The majority of this land supply has been taken up; accordingly, Mid-Western 
Regional Council (Council) is determining the amount and location of industrial land required to be 
delivered by the market to address a 20-30 year need. 
 
Detailed Report 
To assist in the understanding of the role of the Draft Employment Lands Strategy (Industrial) 
2024, the below strategic land use planning framework has been provided.  
 
STRATEGIC LAND USE PLANNING FRAMEWORK 
 
Comprehensive Land Use Strategy 2010 
The Mid-Western Regional Comprehensive Land Use Strategy (CLUS) 2010 (CLUS), was adopted 
in August 2010. It is the overarching land use planning strategy guiding future land uses and 
development for urban and rural land within the Region. The CLUS was endorsed by the 
Department of Planning in 2011 following a long and extensive investigation into planning, land use 
and the desired future direction of the Region.  
 
The most referenced aspect of the CLUS are the Town Structure Plans. There are maps for 
Gulgong, Mudgee, Rylstone, and Kandos towns, which visually represent the outcomes of the 
strategy. These specifically identify the location of the future supply of land, including industrial. 
The majority of this land supply has been taken up; accordingly, Council is determining the amount 
and location of industrial land required to be delivered by the market to address a 20-30 year need. 
 
Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012 
The CLUS provided the basis for the Mid-Western Local Environmental Plan 2012 (MWLEP).  The 
primary purpose of this LEP was to consolidate the Mid-Western Regional Interim LEP 2008, 
Rylstone LEP 1996 and Merriwa LEP 1992 into the Standard Instrument LEP format. The intent of 
the MWLEP2012 was to provide the statutory framework consistent with the standard template 
LEP.  
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STRUCTURE OF THE DRAFT EMPLOYMENT LANDS STRATEGY (INDUSTRIAL) 2024 
 
The Strategy has been structured as follows: 

1. Introduction 
2. Employment lands within the Region 
3. Demographics and key employment issues 
4. Industrial demand and supply analysis  
5. Stakeholder consultation 
6. Industrial employment opportunities 
7. Summary of recommendations 

 
The Strategy detailing opportunity areas has been provided as Attachment 1. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
If the staff recommendation is supported, the Strategy will be placed on public exhibition for a 
period of 28 days. Staff will prepare a report for Council to consider any submissions received, or if 
at the end of the public exhibition period, no submissions are received, adopt the Strategy. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal A prosperous and diversified economy 
Strategy Support the attraction and retention of a diverse range of businesses and industries 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Mid-Western Regional Local Strategic Planning Statement, Our Place 2040. 
Mid-Western Regional Council Comprehensive Land Use Strategy 2010 Part A, B and C. 
 
Council Policies 
The endorsement of the Draft Employment Lands Strategy (Industrial) 2024 for public exhibition 
will not require any change to relevant polices. 
 
Legislation 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  
Mid-Western Regional Local Environmental Plan 2012. 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
Underestimating demand for additional land supply could have a negative impact on the 
community through price increases or dislocation. However, overestimating demand can also 
negatively impact the community through Council funding additional infrastructure works that may 
not be required. 
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SARAH ARMSTRONG 
MANAGER STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

27 March 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Draft Employment Lands Strategy (Industrial) May 2024. (separately 

attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.2 Events Assistance Applications 
REPORT BY THE EVENTS COORDINATOR  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, ECO800009, FIN300052 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Events Coordinator on the Events Assistance 

Applications; 

2. provide multi-year Events Assistance funding to the below late applicants 
(includes cash and in-kind amounts) for period 2 in 2023/24:  

Period 2 - 1 January to 30 June 2023/24 
• Western Premier League Magic 

Round 
$1,400 

• Henry Lawson Festival $2,500 
 
3. increase the expenditure budget in 2023/24 for events assistance by $3,525 to be 

funded from unrestricted cash; and 

4. provide multi-year Events Assistance funding to the below applicants (includes 
cash and in-kind amounts) for period 1 and period 2 in 2024/25, 2025/26 and 
2026/27: 

 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 
Period 1 Period 2 Period 1 Period 2 Period 

1 
Sculptures in the Garden $3,000  $3,000  $3,000 
Cementa $2,500  $0.00  $2,500 
Mudgee Show Jumping $2,500  $2,500  $2,500 
Mudgee Rodeo  $3,000  $3,000  $3,000 
Mudgee Vet’s Golf Week $1,000  $1,000  $1,000 
Western Premier League 
Magic Round 

 $1,400  $1,400  

Henry Lawson Festival  $2,500  $2,500  
  
 

Executive summary  
This report considers applications for Events Assistance under Council’s Events Assistance Policy. 
It relates to events to be held between 1 July and 31 December 2024. A total of seven complete 
applications were considered and two of the applications were late applications relating to period 
2, between 1 January and 30 June 2024.  All events assistance applications were for multi-year 
funding to 2025/26 and 2026/27.  
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It should be noted that the following events are also already approved in the 2024/25 budget via 
events assistance, under multi-year funding, Mudgee Cup, Mudgee Masters, Gulgong Polo Cross 
Carnival, Mudgee Running Festival, Rylstone Street Feast and Mudgee Small Farm Field Days.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council’s Events Assistance Program is designed to assist local community events that benefit the 
local economy and attract visitors to the Region. A maximum of $3,000 per event per year is 
recommended.  
 
Under this program, the highest priority should be for events which:  

• Attract the largest number of visitors to the Region; and  
• Extend the duration of visitation to the Region (i.e. occur over a number of days).  
 
A summary of requests and recommendations can be found in attachment 1. Full applications for 
each event can be found in attachment 2. 
 
Late Applications relating to Period 2 (1 January to 30 June 2024) 
Western Premier League Magic Round 
The Western Premier League Magic Round will be held in May 2024, 2025, and 2026 at Glen 
Willow Stadium Mudgee. The proposed event has an expected attendance of 270 (local and 
visitors). $1,400 in-kind has been requested for the venue hire and waste management. It is 
recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2024, 2025 and 2026 the amount of 
funding based on the scoring scale is $1,400 in-kind per annum. This is the first time that the event 
will be held. 
 
Henry Lawson Festival 
The Henry Lawson Festival will be held in June 2024, 2025, and 2026 in Gulgong. The proposed 
event has an expected attendance of 2800 (locals and visitors). $1,200 in-kind and $1,800 cash 
support has been requested for the event. It is recommended that if Council wishes to support the 
event in 2024, 2025 and 2026, the amount of funding based on the scoring scale is $2,500 per 
annum ($1,200 in-kind and $1,300 cash). This event has been running since 1985 and Council 
have continually supported it. 
 
It is noted that the above applications are multi-year applications relating to period 2 2024/25 and 
2025/26. 
 
Applications relating to Period 1 (1 July to 31 December 2024) 
Sculptures in the Garden 2024 
Sculptures in the Garden will be held in October 2024, 2025, and 2026 at Rosby. The proposed 
event has an expected attendance of 3900 (local and visitors). $3,000 cash support has been 
requested for the event. It is recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2024, 
2025 and 2026, the amount of funding based on the scoring scale is $3,000 per annum. This is the 
13th year that the event has been held and Council have supported the event since 2015. 
 
Cementa 
The Cementa Festival is a bi-annual event that will be held in September 2024 and 2026 in 
Kandos. The proposed event has an expected attendance of 2100 (locals and visitors). $937 in-
kind and $2,063 cash support has been requested for the event. It is recommended that if Council 
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wishes to support the event in 2024 and 2026, the amount of funding based on the scoring scale is 
$2,500 per annum ($937 in-kind and $1,563 cash). This event has been running since 2013 and 
Council supported the event in 2019 and 2022. 
 
Mudgee Show Jumping Festival 
The Mudgee Show Jumping Festival will be held in September 2024, 2025 and 2026. The 
proposed event has an expected attendance of 700 (locals and visitors). $3,000 in-kind support 
has been requested for venue hire, cleaning and waste. It is recommended that if Council wishes 
to support the event in 2024, 2025 and 2026, the amount of funding based on the scoring scale is 
$2,500 in-kind per annum. This event has been running since 2017 and Council have not 
previously provided funding. 
 
Mudgee Rodeo 
The Mudgee Rodeo will be held in November 2024, 2025 and 2026. The proposed event has an 
expected attendance of 2200 (locals and visitors). $3,000 in-kind support has been requested for 
venue hire. It is recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2024, 2025 and 2026, 
the amount of funding based on the scoring scale is $3,000 in-kind per annum. This event has 
been running since 2019 and Council have not previously provided funding. 
 
Mudgee Vet's Week of Golf 
The Mudgee Vet's Week of Golf will be held in September 2024, 2025 and 2026. The proposed 
event has an expected attendance of 500 (locals and visitors). $1,000 cash assistance has been 
requested for prizes. It is recommended that if Council wishes to support the event in 2024, 2025 
and 2026, the amount of funding based on the scoring scale is $1,000 cash per annum. The event 
has been running since 2004 and Council have supported the event in 2021, 2022 and 2023. 
 
The Events Assistance scoring system below was used to score applications against set criteria: 

LOCAL COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION IN EVENT 
SCORE DEFINITIVE 

ANSWERS 
VALUE JUDGEMENT 

0 Unsatisfactory No or limited local community/volunteer participation or impact (<100 
residents) 

   
1 Poor Community/volunteer participation or local benefits impacting (100 to 500 

residents) 
   
2 Satisfactory Community/volunteer participation or local benefits impacting between (500 to 

1,000 residents) 
   
3 Good Direct community/volunteer involvement or local benefits impacting (>1,000 

residents) 
CAPACITY TO ENSURE EVENT CONTINUES AND DEVELOPS IN THE FUTURE 

SCORE DEFINITIVE 
ANSWERS 

VALUE JUDGEMENT 

0 Unsatisfactory First time event being held, no plans outlined in application, unclear capacity 
to deliver event 

   
1 Poor Limited event history (year one), limited plans outlined in application 
   
2 Satisfactory Event is at least two years old, appropriate planning 
   
3 Good Well-established event with detailed planning for the future outlined 
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY GENERATED FROM EVENT 
SCORE DEFINITIVE 

ANSWERS 
VALUE JUDGEMENT 

0 $0-$25K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 
day) 

   
2 $25K-$50K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 

day) 
   
4 $50K-$100K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 

day) 
   
6 $100K-$150K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 

day) 
   
8 $150k-$200K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 

day) 
   

10 $200K-$250K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 
day) 

   
12 $250K-$300K Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 

day) 
   

14 $300K+ Number of visitors to the region x $657 (if multi-day event) or $104 (if single 
day) 

 
ADDITIONAL POINTS IN-KIND REQUESTS 
SCORE VALUE JUDGEMENT 

10 All events requesting 100% in-kind assistance receive 10 bonus points. Noting only up to cost of in-
kind services will be funded 

 
Attachment 1 and 2 outline the requests and recommendations for funding.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal An attractive business and economic environment 
Strategy Promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Applications for Events Assistance are required to have clear linkages to the Community Plan 
Towards 2040 outcomes. This includes promoting the region as a great place to live, work, invest 
and visit. Supporting events that provide opportunities for local and visitor attendance increases 
visitation and provides social and economic benefits to the region. 
 
Council Policies 
Events Assistance Policy – applicants are required to meet the eligibility criteria of the policy 
including attracting visitors to the region. 
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Legislation 
The Local Government Act 1993, Section 356, states: (1) a council may, in accordance with a 
resolution of the council, contribute money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for 
the purpose of exercising its functions.   
 
Financial implications 
Late applications relating to period 2 – 1 January to 30 June 2024 
Funding of $50,000 is budgeted in the 2023/24 Operational Plan for events assistance. Based on 
the scoring system above, the recommendation of staff is to provide $3,900 in events assistance 
for the events to be held in period 2, between 1 January and 30 June 2024.  The funding allocation 
has been exhausted for the 2023/24 financial year (balance $375) through events previously 
approved in Period 1 and 2.  
 
In 2023/24 increase the expenditure budget by $3,525 to events assistance to be funded from 
unrestricted cash. 
 
Applications relating to period 1 – 1 July to 31 December 2024 
Funding of $50,000 is proposed in the 2024/25 Operational Plan for events assistance. Based on 
the scoring system above, the recommendation of staff is to provide $12,000 in events assistance 
for the events to be held in period 1, between 1 July and 31 December 2024.  An additional 
$23,500 has been previously allocated through multi-year funding and from events previously 
approved in Period 1 and 2. This leaves a balance of $14,500 in Events Assistance. 
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2023/24  - - 

Future Years - - - 
 
Associated Risks 
It is important for Council to provide support to these planned events to help encourage visitors to 
the region and stimulate the tourism economy. If Council does not support these events, there is a 
risk that they may not go ahead in the future or that they are held at another location and therefore, 
there is the risk of further lost economic benefits to the Mid-Western Region.  
 
There is also a risk that an applicant provides false or fraudulent information to benefit from the 
program. This risk is minimised by the clear and transparent policy, process for approval, and 
feedback requirements of the program. 
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JOANNA LINDSAY 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

23 April 2024 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Events Assistance Applications Summary. (separately attached)   

2. Events Assistance Applications. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.3 Acceptance of Grant Funding for The Welcome Experience 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, GRA600020 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Economic Development on the Acceptance of 

Grant Funding for The Welcome Experience; 

2. if successful, accept $609,000 grant funding from RDA Orana for the Welcome 
Experience local connector concierge service over a two year period; 

3. if successful, amend the 2023/24 and 2024/25 budgets as follows: 
3.1 In 2023/24 set a budget of $60,900 for the commencement of the Welcome 

Experience project to be fully funded by grants; 
3.2 In 2024/25 set a budget of $274,050 for the execution of the Welcome 

Experience project year 1 to be fully funded by grants;  
3.3 In 2025/26 set a budget of $274,050 for the execution of the Welcome 

Experience project year 2 to be fully funded by grants; and 

4. authorise the Director Community to finalise and sign the funding agreement. 

 

 
Executive summary 
Council has partnered with Regional Development Australia - Orana (RDA Orana) to apply to 
actively participate in The Welcome Experience.  This is a NSW Government initiative to create a 
service that provides essential workers in both government and private sectors with the support 
they need to move into regional communities, settle in and become one of the locals. 
 
It is recommended that if Mid-Western Regional Council is successful through the RDA Orana 
grant application, that Council accepts the funding for The Welcome Experience and amend 
Council’s budgets for 2023/24, 2024/25, and 2025/26. 
  
Disclosure of Interest 
Mid-Western Regional Council General Manager, Brad Cam is the Chairman of Regional 
Development Australia – Orana (RDA Orana).  
 
Detailed report 
The Welcome Experience is a NSW Government initiative designed to actively attract, welcome 
and integrate essential workers into regional NSW.    
 
The service aims to ensure that workers receive personalised assistance and information suited to 
their individual or familial requirements. 
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Designated as Local Connectors, team members will engage with individuals to attend to their 
enquiries and needs, orchestrating connections with relevant resources and services. The 
objective is to streamline the relocation process and ensure a seamless integration into the 
community. 
 
It is anticipated that the Local Connector role in the Mid-Western Region will sit in the Council 
offices and be able to draw on the extensive resources, documentation and community 
connections readily available through Council.   
 
RDA Orana has applied for funding on behalf of the western NSW regions, proposing to establish a 
Local Connector position in each local government area. Through this application, Councils would 
receive funding for these roles from RDA Orana through a contractor agreement. While the Local 
Connector role could operate independently of the Council, leveraging existing resources and 
connections would enhance its effectiveness, thereby maximising community benefits.  The 
program is funded from May 2024 to June 2026. 
 
The Local Connector Role will assist with the following: 

• Relocation – assisting essential workers in preparing for their move 
• Housing – connecting workers with real estate agencies 
• Education and childcare – providing information on schools and childcare options 
• Social connections – connecting to sports clubs, social groups and community organisations to 

meet like-minded individuals 
• Employment – assisting essential workers and their partners to find relevant and meaningful 

employment 
• Accessibility and healthcare – providing information on disability support, healthcare and other 

service providers 
• Leasure and recreation – provide local knowledge on activities and events in the region 
• Cultural connections – providing information and introductions to cultural communities  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal A range of rewarding and fulfilling career opportunities to attract and retain residents 
Strategy Build strong linkages with institutions providing education, training and employment 

pathways in the region 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The Welcome Experience project supports a number of Council strategies as identified in the 
Community Plan including: 

• Support networks, programs and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and encourage 
healthy lifestyles; 

• Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our community; 
• Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community; 
• Promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit; 
• Provide leadership on economic development initiatives and identify resources and 

infrastructure required to drive investment and economic growth in the region;  
• Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of community groups;  
• Build strong linkages with institutions providing education, training and employment pathways 

in the region; 
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• Create a communication network that services the needs of residents and businesses; and 
• Pursue excellence in service delivery. 
 
Council Policies 
Nil  
 
Legislation 
Nil  
 
Financial implications 
• In 2023/24 set a budget of $60,900 for the commencement of the Welcome Experience project 

to be fully funded by grants; 
• In 2024/25 set a budget of $274,050 for the execution of the Welcome Experience project year 

1 to be fully funded by grants; and 
• In 2025/26 set a budget of $274,050 for the execution of the Welcome Experience project year 

2 to be fully funded by grants.  
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2023/24 -  - 

Future Years -  - 
 
Associated Risks 
If the grant funding for the Welcome Experience project is successful and not accepted by Council, 
the project may not be able to proceed under Council guidance and be outsourced. There is a 
project delivery risk for each project. These risks are managed through Council’s policies and 
procedures. 
 
 
 

MICHELE MINI 
MANAGER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

29 April 2024 
 
Attachments: Nil 
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.4 Policy Review - Street Banner Usage Policy 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, ECO800001 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Economic Development on the Policy Review - 

Street Banner Usage Policy; 

2. place the revised Street Banner Usage Policy on public exhibition for 28 days; 
and 

3. adopt the revised Street Banner Usage Policy if no submissions are received 
during the exhibition period. 

 

 
Executive summary 
The existing Street Banner Usage Policy has been reviewed, and proposed amendments are 
recommended to ensure the appropriate usage of banners is detailed to promote events in the 
region. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Mid-Western Regional Council Street Banner Usage Policy is designed to: 

• promote significant events in the Mid-Western Region; 
• visually enhance the Mudgee and Gulgong streetscape; 
• promote major events identified in Council’s major events calendar; and 
• stimulate local economic activity and promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest 

and visit. 
 
Changes are tracked in the attached policy and include: 

• preferred size of banners on the Tennis Court fencing are 3000(w) x 900(h)mm with eyelets in 
each corner and must be secured to the banner poles on site; 

• at the Tennis Court location - no more than x 4 banners to be booked/installed at any one time 
and not intrude into other positions. Inclusion of image for positions below; and 
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• banners installed without an approved booking will be removed and any associated cost 

passed on to the owning organisation. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
Goal An attractive business and economic environment 
Strategy Promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Usage of the street banners assists in the promotion of local events which assist in promoting the 
region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit. By supporting events which provide 
opportunities for local and visitor attendance, this increases visitation to the region and provides 
social and economic benefits to the region.  
 
Council Policies 
Street Banner Usage Policy 
 
Legislation 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
Local Government Act 1993  
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
If the Street Banner Usage Policy is not in place there is a risk of banners being placed in an untidy 
and ad hoc way that can detract from the aesthetics and events in the towns and region.  
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MICHELE MINI 
MANAGER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

30 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Street Banner Usage Policy Review.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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8.5 Monthly Development Applications Processing and 
Determined 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER PLANNING  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, A0420109 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the Manager Planning on the Monthly Development 
Applications Processing and Determined. 
 

Executive summary 
The report presented to Council each month is designed to keep Council informed of the current 
activity in relation to development assessment and determination of applications.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Included in this report is an update for the month of April 2024 Development Applications 
determined and Development Applications processing.  
 
The report will detail:  

• Total outstanding development applications indicating the proportion currently being processed 
and those waiting for further information;  

• Median and average processing times for development applications; 
• A list of determined development applications; 
• Currently processing development applications and heritage applications; and 
• Variations to the Mid-Western DCP.  

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within the region 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
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Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

LINDSAY DUNSTAN 
MANAGER PLANNING 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Development Applications Processing and Determined - April 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 9: Corporate Services 
 
 

9.1 Monthly Budget Review - April 2024 
REPORT BY THE ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300315 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the Accountant Reporting & Analysis and Chief Financial 
Officer on the Monthly Budget Review -  April 2024. 
 

 
Executive summary 
This report provides Council with information on the progress of the 2023/24 Capital Works 
Program at 30 April 2024. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Over the period of the financial year, Council has an opportunity to review and approve variances 
to the Budget. The attachment to this report provides the detailed information of recommended 
variations. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Clause 202 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, states that the responsible 
accounting officer of a Council must: 
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a) establish and maintain a system of budgetary control that will enable the council’s actual 
income and expenditure to be monitored each month and to be compared with the estimate 
of Council’s income and expenditure; and  

b) if any instance arises where the actual income or expenditure of the council is materially 
different from its estimated income or expenditure, report the instance to the next meeting 
of Council. 

 
Financial implications 
There are no budget variations proposed.  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

SUMEDHA UPRETI 
ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

29 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Budget Review - April 2024 Attachment.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 42 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 43 
 

 

 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 44 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 45 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 46 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 47 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 48 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 49 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 50 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 51 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 52 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 53 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 54 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 55 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 56 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 57 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 58 
 

 
  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 9.1 – ATTACHMENT 1 59 
 

 
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024  
REPORT 9.2 

 

60 
 
 
 

 

9.2 Quarterly Budget Review - March 2024 
REPORT BY THE FINANCIAL PLANNING COORDINATOR AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300240 
    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Financial Planning Coordinator and Chief Financial 

Officer on the Quarterly Budget Review - March 2024;  

2. amend the 2023/24 Budget in accordance with the proposed variations as listed 
in the Quarterly Budget Review Statement attachment to this report;  

3. note that the General Manager used the emergency delegation conveyed to him 
at 3.1 of his delegation to authorise the necessary costs for the MSTP inlet works 
which requires immediate replacement due to mechanical step screen failure; 

4. note that the previously approved loan funding for the Mudgee Landfill 
Extension project is no longer required with alternate funding recommended in 
the attached March Quarterly Budget Review; and 
 

5. note the opinion of the Responsible Accounting Officer regarding the 
satisfactory financial position of Council. 

 
 

Executive summary 
This report, with its incorporated attachment, makes up the March 2024 Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement of the 2023/24 Operational Plan.  
 
Additionally, at the November 2023 Ordinary Council Meeting, Council provided delegation to the 
General Manager, and Mayor to enter into a finance agreement with the bank that provides the 
best value loan for the sum of $4,000,000 for a term of ten years, at the rate supplied. It is noted 
that there are now adequate Waste cash levels to fund the works without requiring loan funding. 
The loan funding has been recommended for removal in the March Quarterly Budget Review 
variations attached to this report. 
 
Proposed budget variations to the Budget with relevant financial implications are included in the 
attachment. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement presents a summary of council’s financial position at the 
end of each quarter. It is the mechanism whereby councillors and the community are informed of 
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Council’s progress against the operational plan and the last revised budget along with 
recommended changes and reasons for major variances. 
 
Certification  
The following statement is made in accordance with Clause 203(2) of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2021:  

It is my opinion that the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for Mid-Western 
Regional Council indicates that Council’s projected financial position as at 30 June 2024 will be 
satisfactory, having regard to the projected estimates of income and expenditure for the 
2023/24 financial year. 

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The recommendation, if approved will amend the 2023/24 Budget. In accordance with the Delivery 
Program 2023/27, a comprehensive Quarterly Budget Review reporting is required to be 
completed within two months of period end. 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Clause 203 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 requires that:  
1. Not later than 2 months after the end of each quarter (except the June quarter), the responsible 

accounting officer of a council must prepare and submit to the council a budget review 
statement that shows, by reference to the estimate of income and expenditure set out in the 
statement of the Council’s revenue policy included in the operational plan for the relevant year, 
a revised estimate of the income and expenditure for that year.  

2. A budget review statement must include or be accompanied by:  
a) a report as to whether or not the responsible accounting officer believes that the 

statement indicates that the financial position of the council is satisfactory, having 
regard to the original estimate of income and expenditure; and  

b) if that position is unsatisfactory, recommendations for remedial action.  
3. A budget statement must also include any information required by the Code to be included in 

such a statement. 
 
Financial implications 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2023/24      
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Future Years      

Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

AMANDA AVNELL 
FINANCIAL PLANNING COORDINATOR 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

11 April 2024 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Quarterly Budget Review Statement March 2024. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.3 Monthly Statement of Investments as at 30 April 2024 
REPORT BY THE FINANCIAL PLANNING COORDINATOR AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300053 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Financial Planning Coordinator and Chief Financial 

Officer on the Monthly Statement of Investments as at 30 April 2024; and 

2. note the certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer. 
 

 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to certify that Council’s investments have been made in accordance 
with legal and policy requirements, provide information on the detail of investments and raise other 
matters relevant to Council’s investment portfolio as required. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The attachment to this report provides information on the performance of the portfolio and provides 
a register of all investments held as at 30 April 2024. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Council’s Investments Policy requires a written report each month setting out the entire investment 
portfolio. 
 
Legislation 
As per Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 the Responsible 
Accounting Officer certifies that:  
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a) this report sets out details of all money that the Council has invested under Section 625 
of the Act; and 

b) all investments have been made in accordance with the Act and the regulations. 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

AMANDA AVNELL 
FINANCIAL PLANNING COORDINATOR 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Monthly Statement of Investments as at April 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.4 Community Grants Program - May 2024 
REPORT BY THE ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, GRA600009 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Financial Planning Co-ordinator on the Community 

Grants Program - May 2024; 

2. provide financial assistance to the following applications in accordance with the 
criteria and guidelines of the Community Grants Policy: 

• Arts Council of Gulgong Inc $4,500 
• Gulgong Arts Council $1,500 
• Carers NSW Ltd $4,500 
• The Business Concierge Ltd $1,875 
• Mudgee Markets Stallholder Association $4,000 
• Rotary Club of Mudgee – Gardens of Mudgee $750 
• Rylstone Kandos & District Dog Club Inc $1,500 
• Kandos Returned Services Community Club $1,000 
• Rotary Club of Mudgee Inc. and Rotary Club of 

Mudgee Sunrise Inc. 
$3,086 

3. not provide financial assistance to the following applicants for the reason 
provided in the report: 

• Cementa Inc 
• Gulgong Public School 

 

 
Executive summary 
This report considers requests for financial assistance under Council’s Community Grants Program 
Policy. 
 
Provision is made in Council’s Community Grants Program Policy to provide financial assistance to 
not-for-profit community-based organisations, groups and individuals that offer a significant 
contribution to community outcomes and goals as provided in the Towards 2040 Community Plan.  
 
All applications except for those under the Youth Representative Grants and the Mudgee Sports 
Advisory categories were first reviewed for eligibility and then assessed by a panel of three staff 
against the following criteria relative to the amount of funding requested:  

• Degree of benefit to the community aligned with the Community Plan.  
• Level of consultation and collaboration with other local groups.  
• Organisational capacity to deliver the program or project. 
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024  
REPORT 9.4 

 

72 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Even though an application meets the criteria it may be judged that there is not a significant 
enough benefit to the community in order to fund or fully fund the request. A summary of each 
application is shown below, together with panel recommendations. 

Applicant Project/Activity Funding 
Request $ 

Total 
Score 
out of 9 

Recommended 
Amount $ 

Gulgong Arts Council Gulgong Arts Prize and 
Exhibition 

           
6,000  

                   
7  

             4,500 

Gulgong Arts Council Gulgong Lantern Parade 
and Workshops 

           
2,000  

                   
7  

             1,500 

Carers NSW Ltd. Carers Day out            
6,000 

                   
7  

             4,500 

The Business 
Concierge Ltd. 

Survivor Life skills            
2,500 

                   
7  

             1,875 

Cementa Inc. The Uncooperative Youth 
Social Club 

         
63,900 

                   
9  

                  -    

Rotary Club of Mudgee Gardens of Mudgee            
1,000 

                   
7  

                750  

Gulgong Public School Gulgong Christmas 
Concert 

           
3,000 

                   
6  

                  -    

Mudgee Markets 
Stallholder Association 

Saturday Markets 
Advertising 

           
8,000 

                   
6  

             4,000 

Rylstone Kandos and 
District Dog Club Inc. 

All Breeds Championship 
Shows 

           
1,500 

                   
8  

             1,500  

Kandos Returned 
Services Community 
Club 

Restoration of our 
Community Bowling 
Green 

           
1,000 

                   
8  

             1,000  

Rotary Club of Mudgee 
Inc and Rotary Club of 
Mudgee Sunrise Inc. 

Mudgee Showground 
Carol December 2023 

           
3,086  

                   
8  

             3,086  

Total 
   

        $   22,711  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The information provided below gives more detail on each application and the scoring against the 
policy criteria.  
 
Copies of all applications are provided as attachments to the report. 
 
Arts Council of Gulgong Inc 
Arts Council of Gulgong Inc requests $6,000 for Gulgong arts Prize and Exhibition. In the June 
long weekend sees the largest number of visitors to Gulgong for the Henry Lawson Heritage 
Festival. Gulgong Arts Council hosts a number of events on this weekend to capitalise on the influx 
of tourists. In 2024 we are seeking to hold the annual Art Prize/Exhibition with a ticketed and 
catered Opening Night with a visiting famous artist. 
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Link to Community Plan:1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of 
community groups 1.4.2 Support arts and cultural development across the Region, 1.1.3 Support networks, 
program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and encourage healthy lifestyles 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 4,500 (75% of $6000) 

Gulgong Arts Council 
Gulgong Arts Council requests $2,000 for Gulgong lantern Parade and Workshops. Gulgong's 
Annual Lantern Parade is held in the October school Holidays after a number of creative 
workshops in which School Children Learn to make their own lanterns with professional help. 
Locals and tourists are invited to view the parade. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.4.2 Support arts and cultural development across the Region 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,500 (75% of $2000) 

Carers NSW Ltd 
Carers NSW LTD requests $6,000 for Carers Day out. National Carers Week (NCW) is an annual 
occasion that seek to recognise, celebrate and raise awareness of carers. Carers Day Out offers 
carers who live within the Mid-Western Region the opportunity to enjoy a day that is dedicated to 
caring for them. The event will be held within the Mid-Western Region and will create a space 
where everyone, regardless of their association with the word ''carer”, feels welcomed to enjoy the 
festivities, connect with other people in similar situations and access the local services that are 
available to support them in their caring role. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the 
range of community groups, 3.3.2 Build strong linkages with institutions providing education, training and 
employment pathways in the Region 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 4,500 (75% of 6000) 
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The Business Concierge Ltd 
The Business Concierge LTD requests $2,500 for Survivor Life skills. We provide programs to High 
Schools and Primary Schools in Mudgee, Kandos and Gulgong in order to teach Finance Literacy 
Skills, Interview and Employment Skills and Mental Health. Subjects not covered in the School 
curriculum. We have 60 subjects Schools can choose from based on the needs of the School and 
students. 

Link to Community Plan:1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of 
community groups 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and 
encourage healthy lifestyles, 3.1.1 Support the attraction and retention of a diverse range of businesses and 
industries 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,875 (75% of 2,500) 

Cementa Inc 
Cementa Inc requests $63,900 for The Uncooperative Youth Social Club. The Uncooperative, a 
youth social group for young people (12-19 years old) in the Kandos-Rylstone District and outlying 
areas including Ilford, Charbon, Clandulla and Olinda. Every Tuesday after school the attendees 
receive afternoon tea, an art workshop, and a lift home on a bus provided by a local resident. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.1.4 Work with key partners and the community to reduce crime, anti-
social behaviour and improve community health and safety, 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the 
relationships between the range of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Specific Program/ Project: Cap $10,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$0  

The Panel has declined the request for funding as the funding requested is too large for our 
community grants program budget and our policy cap will not be sufficient for the program. We 
recommend referring the request to the community services department to consider. 

Rotary Club of Mudgee 
Rotary Club of Mudgee requests $1,000 for Gardens of Mudgee. Gardens of Mudgee is an annual 
event organised by the Rotary Club of Mudgee which has proven popular with both residents and 
visitors since its inception  in 2018. Six, different, local gardens are opened to the public each year 
at a cost of $25/person. The event is organised and fully staffed by volunteers and funds raised, 
donated to local and regional charities. 
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Link to Community Plan:1.4.2 Support arts and cultural development across the Region 3.2.1 Promote the 
Region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit, 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the 
relationships between the range of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:               

$ $750 (75% of $1,000) 

Gulgong Public School 
Gulgong Public School requests $3,000 for Gulgong Christmas Concert. Gulgong Public School 
invites you to our Christmas Concert. Friday 13th December, starting at 5pm. The whole 
community is welcome, come and see performances from Gulgong Public School students as well 
as some local artists, all free of charge. 

Link to Community Plan:1.2.4 Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within 
the Region 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of community 
groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 0 

The Panel has declined the request for funding as the Council already provides funds to a 
community group to run a Christmas event in Gulgong.  

Mudgee Markets Stallholder Association 
Mudgee Markets Stallholder Association requests $8,000 for Saturday Markets Advertising. With 
Markets now being run every weekend in Mudgee we would like to do TV advertising to promote 
this fact. The proposed advertising would involve 15 sec commercials run on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday nights,  On Prime TV which would cover an area including Bathurst Orange and 
Dubbo as well as Mudgee with the hope of attracting people from these areas to visit Mudgee. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 3.2.1 Promote the Region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit, 
3.1.1 Support the attraction and retention of a diverse range of businesses and industries 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Specific Program/ Project: Cap $10,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 4,000 (50% of $8000) 
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Rylstone Kandos & District Dog Club Inc 
Rylstone Kandos & District Dog Club Inc requests $1,500 for All breeds Championship Shows. All 
Breeds dog shows, showcasing purebred dogs 

Link to Community Plan:1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of 
community groups 1.4.2 Support arts and cultural development across the Region, 3.2.1 Promote the Region 
as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,500 

Kandos Returned Services Community Club 
Kandos Returned Services Community Club requests $1,000 for Restoration of our Community 
Bowling Green. Weed Spraying and fertilising of Bowling Green 

Link to Community Plan:1.4.3 Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the 
community 1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing and 
encourage healthy lifestyles, 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range 
of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Specific Program/ Project: Cap $10,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 1,000 

Rotary Club of Mudgee Inc and Rotary Club of Mudgee Sunrise Inc 
Rotary Club of Mudgee Inc and Rotary Club of Mudgee Sunrise Inc requests $3,086 for Mudgee 
Showground Carol December 2023. This is an annual celebration of Christmas for Mudgee 
community. The event gives Mudgee families and other the opportunity to come together to 
celebrate Christmas in an alcohol-free family environment. Santa lands on showground in a 
sponsored Commercial Helicopter. The event comes to a conclusion with a fantastic fireworks. 

Link to Community Plan:1.1.3 Support networks, program and facilities which promote health and wellbeing 
and encourage healthy lifestyles 1.4.1 Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the 
range of community groups 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Community Grants Category - Community Events: Cap $ 5,000 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 3,086 
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The application to fund the carol was approved in 19/07/2023 for $9824 which included $5000 
cash, showground fee waiver and in-kind support for the erection and removal of banners. The 
actual expenses incurred it was $3,086 more than the approved amount thus requesting for the 
overspent amount to be approved.   
                                                                                                                                                       
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Recommendations are made under the Community Grants Program Policy. 
 
Legislation 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 Section 356 granting of financial assistance 
must be approved by a Council resolution.  
 
Financial implications 
Funding of $110,000 is provided in the Operational Plan for financial assistance. Based on the 
scoring system above, and the recommendation of Council officers, an amount of $22,711 in 
financial assistance is proposed. Should Council approve the recommendations in the report, an 
amount of $6,754 remains in the budget. 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

SUMEDHA UPRETI 
ACCOUNTANT REPORTING & ANALYSIS 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

29 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Community Grants May 2024 Attachment. (separately attached)    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.5 Policy Review - Borrowing 
REPORT BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300032 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Chief Financial Officer on the Policy Review - 

Borrowing; 

2. place the revised Borrowing Policy on public exhibition for 28 days; and 

3. adopt the revised Borrowing Policy if no submissions are received. 

 

 
Executive summary 
This report presents the review of Council’s Borrowing Policy. A copy of the proposed Borrowing 
Policy with tracked changes is attached to this report. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Borrowing Policy aims to ensure that all borrowings are in accordance with legislative 
requirements; minimise the cost of borrowings; and meet industry best practice with regard to the 
Debt Service Ratio. There are two minor changes proposed: 
1. The requirement to obtain three quotes is replaced with approaching all banks registered on 

the supplier marketplace and all those with a local branch. The aim of this is to demonstrate 
probity in our process and ensure we approach banks with a local presence in our region.  

2. Change the policy review frequency from two years to four, aligning with the standard policy 
review timeline.  

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
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Council Policies 
The recommendation seeks to amend the Borrowing Policy. 
 
Legislation 
Legislative refences are included in the Borrowing Policy.  
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. POLICY - REVIEW - Borrowing.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.6 Policy Review - Financial Reserves 
REPORT BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300065 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Chief Financial Officer on the Policy Review - Financial 

Reserves; 

2. place the revised Financial Reserves Policy on public exhibition for 28 days; and 

3. adopt the revised Financial Reserves Policy if no submissions are received. 
 

 
Executive summary 
This report presents the review of the Financial Reserves Policy. A copy of the proposed Financial 
Reserves Policy is attached to this report with tracked changes. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Financial Reserves Policy sets out how and why funds are set aside for a specific purpose.  
The policy review proposes the following notable changes: 

• Removal of Livestock Exchange Reserve. The reserve currently holds a small balance of 
$16,747 and current budgets exist to reduce this to zero. Although the Saleyards are 
accounted for in Council’s ledger as a separate Fund it is always combined into General Fund 
for reporting. There is little benefit to separating the funds within Saleyards into another reserve 
account. It should be clear that this is not removing funds out of this area and the aim is to 
reduce administrative effort.  

• State Roads Warranty Reserve target balance should be increased to $500,0000 to provide 
greater contingency as project costs increase, the potential cost of rectification works could 
also be higher. The current balance is $388,244. Any proposed increase to actual balance 
depends on performance of works and would be presented as a budget change. 

• Removal of the Community Plan Reserve. There are no forecast excesses of unrestricted 
cash, therefore the Reserve is no longer required. The existing balance of $141,382 has been 
allocated to projects. Any remaining funds when projects are complete would be transferred to 
unrestricted cash as a budget change.  

 
Addition of a Commercial Reserve with the following details: 
Purpose  
To mitigate the operational financial risk associated with Council business areas that operate in an 
environment where financial returns may be variable, such as accommodation services and solar 
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array operations. The reserve aims to smooth out variable results in order to reduce risk of impacts 
on unrestricted cash. 
 
Calculation Basis  
Transfers to and from the reserve are identified in the operational plan based on the forecast cash 
flow of the business areas, expected risks and Council’s unrestricted cash levels. 
 
Target Balance  
No target. The balance held will depend on available surplus cash and assessment of cash 
required to address future estimate risk. 

• Amended to remove the target balance amount from the Community Tenancy Scheme 

• Removal of the Ulan Road Strategy Reserve. Due to changes in Australian Accounting 
Standards, these funds held were reclassified from a reserve to a contract liability. These funds 
are still set aside and restricted for the specific purpose in the Ulan Road Strategy Contract. 
The current balance held is $4,214,571. 

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
The Financial Reserves Policy is proposed to be amended. 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
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NEIL BUNGATE 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. POLICY - REVIEW - Financial Reserves.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.7 Policy Review - Related Party Disclosure 
REPORT BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN3000139 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Chief Financial Officer on the Policy Review - Related 

Party Disclosure; 

2. place the revised Related Party Disclosure Policy on public exhibition for 28 
days; and 

3. adopt the revised Related Party Disclosure Policy if no submissions are 
received. 

 

 
Executive summary 
This report presents the review of Council’s Related Party Disclosure Policy. A copy of the 
proposed policy with tracked changes is attached to this report. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Policy review proposes the following changes: 

• Update related to the organisation structure change. This includes removing the Executive 
Manager, People and Performance, adding Director Corporate Services and replacing Chief 
Financial Officer with Responsible Accounting Officer. 

• Additional content has been added to the policy statement that aims to give a better 
understanding of why this policy exists. 

• Removal of Appendix 2 and 3, which were the disclosure templates. These forms do not need 
to be part of the policy. 

• Removing the comments that a GIPA application will be refused. A request for information 
made under the GIPA Act must be assessed in accordance with that act, therefore we should 
not conclude in this policy that a request will be refused.  

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
The recommendation if approved will amend the Related Party Disclosure Policy. If public 
submissions are received the policy will be presented back to Council for consideration. 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

2 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. POLICY - REVIEW - Related Party Disclosure Policy.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.8 Loan Funding Mudgee Valley Park Expansion 
REPORT BY THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400088, A0140322, GOV4000105 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. receive the report by the Chief Financial Officer on the Loan Funding Mudgee
Valley Park Expansion;

2. delegate authority to the General Manager and Mayor, if required, to enter into a
fixed rate finance agreement with the bank that provides the best value loan for
the sum of $6,350,000 for a term of ten years, at the rate supplied;

3. reduce the Mudgee Valley Park Expansion budget and loan borrowings by
$380,359 as a result of savings in stage 2 funds;

4. amend the 2023/24 and 2024/25 budgets to reflect the full drawdown of
$6,350,000 loan funds in 2023/24;

5. amend the budget to increase the repayments and interest based on the loan
schedule attached;

6. note that a revised borrowing return will be submitted to the Office of Local
Government; and

7. apply the Common Seal of Council to the Deemed Charge over Council rates.

Executive summary 
Council approved the expansion of the Mudgee Valley Park in the April 2023 Ordinary Council 
meeting to be funded from new loan borrowings. Comparative quotes were obtained from several 
of the major financial institutions. This report provides an update on total funding required, and 
indicative interest rates to consider when giving authority to proceed with a loan.  

As the interest rates will fluctuate from the time of this report and the signing of the loan 
agreement, the General Manager, and the Mayor if required, will enter into the loan agreement with 
the bank which provides best value on the day in which the loan agreement is signed. This is 
expected to be on 23 May.  

Quotes provided are commercial in confidence and therefore details are included as a confidential 
attachment.  

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
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Detailed report 
The expansion of the Mudgee Valley Park involves the construction of 20 new cabins. Within the 
April 2023 Ordinary Council meeting, Council resolved to allocate a $6,760,000 budget to the 
Mudgee Valley Park Expansion project to be funded entirely from loan borrowings. The project has 
commenced, with further information available in the Mudgee Valley Park Expansion Project 
Progress Update report. Due to the previous expansion project now being completed a review of 
funds was undertaken. As there was unspent grants funds these are being applied to the next 
stage and therefore, we are able to reduce the new borrowings from $6,760,000 to $6,350,000.  

A request for quote was issued to Vendor panel, directly to Westpac, ANZ, National Australia Bank 
(NAB), Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA) and Newcastle Permanent. Quotes were provided 
from ANZ, CBA and NAB. Offers of finance have been provided on indicative rates with no rate 
lock-in supplied. This means that rates are open to market movement between the time this report 
was prepared and loan drawdown. CBA also provided pricing for a variable interest rate over the 
period for Council to consider.  

The Office of Local Government has been notified of Council’s proposed borrowings for this 
project. A revised return will be sent following approval from the Council.  

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 

Council Policies 
The Council’s Borrowing Policy, allows that: 

• Council may borrow at any time for any purpose permitted under the Local Government Act
1993;

• Any borrowings shall be considered as a mechanism to assist in achieving the goals Council as
set out in the adopted Management Plan and Strategy Plan; and

• Council is committed to maintaining a Debt Service Ratio of less than 15% for General Fund.
The recommendation complies with the Council’s Policy, including maintaining a satisfactory level 
of Debt Service Ratio.  

Legislation 
Council may borrow at any time for any purpose allowed under the Local Government Act 1993 
(LG Act S 621). All borrowings must be approved by Council resolution and be included in 
Council’s Operational Plan.  

The Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 allows that the repayment of money borrowed 
by a council (whether by way of overdraft or otherwise), and the payment of any interest on that 
money, is a charge on the income of the council (LG Regulation 229). The Deemed Charge over 
Council Rates complies with this regulation by securing the loan over council income.  
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Section 377(1) (f) of the Local Government Act 1993 stipulates that Council cannot delegate the 
borrowing of money. 

The Local Government Ministerial Borrowing Order limits council not to borrow from any source 
outside the Commonwealth of Australia nor in any other currency other than the Australian 
currency.  

The recommendation complies with statutory requirements. 

Financial implications 
Business case scenarios were presented with the April 2023 report that included estimated 
borrowing at 6%. As the quotes received are close to this rate there is no need for a revision of the 
return-on-investment calculations.  
The budget must be adjusted as the full drawdown of the loan must occur in June. This means the 
estimated timing of loan repayments and interest have been brought forward and require budget 
amendments. The budget must also be adjusted for an increase in interest rates since budget 
estimates.  

Associated Risks 
Entering a fixed interest rate loan has risks that the Council will not be able to benefit from falling 
interest rates, however it also means that the Council will be protected if the interest rates 
increase.  

Entering a fixed rate loan also has risks that if amounts are drawn down or early repayments are 
made then economic costs may be incurred to compensate the bank.  

Due care has been taken to ensure credit risk is minimised to a low level. 

 

NEIL BUNGATE 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

  

2 May 2024 

Attachments: 1. Loan Quotes Summary. (Confidential - separately attached)  
2. Draft loan schedule. (Confidential - separately attached)
3. Quote ANZ. (Confidential - separately attached)
4. Quote CBA. (Confidential - separately attached)
5. Quote NAB. (Confidential - separately attached)

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.9 Classification of Land - Lot 1200 DP 1301185 Drainage 
Reserve at 21 Moore Street, Caerleon 

REPORT BY THE PROPERTY OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, PAR300003 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Officer on the Classification of Land - Lot 1200 

DP 1301185 Drainage Reserve at 21 Moore Street, Caerleon; 

2. authorise the General Manager and Mayor, where additionally required to do so, 
to sign all documentation necessary to classify Lot 1200 DP 1301185 as 
Operational Land; 

3. authorise the Common Seal of Council to be affixed, where necessary, in relation 
to the classification of Lot 1200 DP 1301185 as Operational Land; and 

4. notify the public of its intention to classify the Drainage Reserve at Lot 1200 DP 
1301185 as Operational Land in accordance with Chapter 6, part 2 Division 1 
Local Government Act 1993, by publicly exhibiting the proposal for 28 days, and 
should there be no public submissions from the public, the land be so classified 
as Operational Land.  

 

 
Executive summary 
This report seeks to commence the classification process for Council’s Drainage Reserve identified 
as Lot 1200 DP 1301185 located at 21 Moore St, Caerleon as Operational Land.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
This allotment of land located at 21 Moore St, Caerleon was transferred to Council under 
development on 8th April 2024. A map identifying the subject land is appended as Attachment 1. 
 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, all public land must be classified as either 
“Community” or “Operational” land. The purpose of classification is to identify clearly that land 
which should be kept for use by the public (Community land) and that land which need not 
(Operational land). 
 
The Act provides: 

31 Classification of land acquired after 1 July 1993 
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(2) Before a Council acquires land, or within 3 months after it acquires land, a Council 
may resolve (in accordance with this Part) that the land be classified as community 
land or operational land. 

 
Community land must not be sold (except in limited circumstances referred to in the Act). 
Community Land must not be leased or licenced for more than 21 years and may only be leased / 
licensed for more than 5 years if public notice of the proposed lease or licence is given. If an 
objection is made to the proposed lease/licence, the Minister’s consent is required. These 
restrictions do not apply to Operational Land. 
 
Operational Land would ordinarily comprise land held as an asset, land which facilitates a Council 
to carry out its functions or is land that may not be open to the public. 
 
It should be noted that any land acquired by a Council, or vested through development that is not 
classified or resolved under the Act within 3 months, is automatically classified as Community Land 
according to s.31 of the Act. 
 
Given the stipulated use of Lot 1200 DP 1301185 is for Drainage Reserve, it is therefore 
recommended to commence the classification process, with Council resolving its intentions to 
classify the land as Operational Land. Council’s intention then must be advertised for a period of 
28 days, so that written submissions regarding the proposed classification can be accepted from 
the public.  
 
Should there be no submissions from the public, it is advocated that the land be so classified as 
Operational Land. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Chapter 6, Part 2, Division 1 of the Local Government Act 1993, directs that all public land must be 
classified as either Community or Operational land.  
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Any land parcel acquired by a Council, or vested through ownership that is not classified under the 
Local Government Act 1993, is taken to have been classified as Community land. 
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As the land is required for Drainage Reserve, the land must be classified as Operational Land 
within the stipulated timeframe. 
 
 
 

LEIGH CUSHWAY 
PROPERTY OFFICER 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

16 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Map Identifying Lot 1200 DP 1301185 Drainage Reserve at 21 Moore St 

Caerleon.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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9.10 Permanent Partial Road Closure at Lewis Street, Mudgee 
REPORT BY THE PROPERTY OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, ROA100595, PAN360707 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Officer on the Permanent Partial Road Closure 

at Lewis Street, Mudgee; 

2. note that there were no objections received during the 28 day notice period and 
formal closure of Part Lewis Street, Mudgee can now proceed to completion;  

3. authorise the permanent road closure of Part Lewis Street, Mudgee, and 
resultant freehold land parcel to remain in Council ownership; 

4. authorise the General Manager to sign all documentation, where necessary, in 
relation to the proposed r oa d  closure,  and subsequent lot consolidation with 
Council owned land identified as Lot 404 DP756894; 

5. authorise the Mayor to sign any documentation, where additionally required to 
do so, in relation to the proposed r oa d  closure,  and subsequent lot 
consolidation with Council owned land identified as Lot 404 DP756894; 

6. arrange the preparation, lodgement, and registration of the relevant closure and 
lot consolidation plan; and 

7.  authorise the Common Seal of Council be affixed to all documentation, 
where necessary, in relation to the proposed r o a d  closure,  and subsequent 
lot consolidation with adjoining Council owned land identified as Lot 404 
DP756894. 

 

 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to notify Council that there were no objections to the proposed road 
closure of part of Lewis Street, Mudgee and for Council to approve the closure and retention of this 
land parcel in Council ownership. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
On 20 March 2024 Council resolved to close a portion of Lewis Street, a public road (the Road), 
due to the clubhouse at Cahill Park, owned by the Council, partially encroaching upon the road 
reserve.  The Council Minute is appended as Attachment 1. 
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The road closing process is governed by the Roads Act 1993 (s 38). Part of the process requires 
Council to advertise for a period of 28 days, the intention to close a road to allow for any 
submissions and objections from the public to be received. Council is then required to consider all 
submissions and objections and take any action to resolve any objections.  
 
Council advertised its intention to partially close Lewis Street, Mudgee in the Mudgee Guardian on 
Friday, 5 April 2023 edition. The advertisement is appended as Attachment 2. The proposal was 
also advertised on Council’s website.  
 
Notification of Council’s proposal to partially close Lewis Street, Mudgee was sent to all external 
Notifiable Authorities pursuant to s38B of the Roads Act 1993.  No objections were received in 
relation to Council’s proposal. The “no objection” responses are appended as Attachment 3. 
 
Council will therefore proceed with formal closure of the road and it will to be transferred to 
Council’s ownership and consolidated with Council’s adjoining land identified as Lot 404 DP 
756894.   
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Roads Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
Land Registration Services and legal costs are anticipated to be within existing budgets.  
 
Associated Risks 
If the Road is not closed, Council buildings will remain on public road and future management, or 
development of the site will be impacted. 
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LILIAN MUKWEWA MUTYIRI 
PROPERTY OFFICER 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

  

19 April 2024 

Attachments: 1. Min 56-24 - Council Meeting 20 March 2024 - 9.6 Proposed Partial Road 
Closure at Lewis Street Mudgee.  

2. Mudgee Guardian advertisement of proposed part road closure - Lewis
Street, Mudgee.

3. External Authorities no objection responses.

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.11 Permanent Partial Road Closure at Saleyards Lane, Mudgee 
REPORT BY THE PROPERTY OFFICER  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, ROA100605 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Officer regarding the Permanent Partial Road 

Closure at Saleyards Lane, Mudgee; 

2. note that no written objections were received during the 28 day notice period and 
formal closure of Part of Saleyards Lane, Mudgee can now proceed to 
completion; 

3. authorise the permanent road closure of Part Saleyards Lane, Mudgee and the 
resultant freehold land parcel to remain in Council ownership; 

4. authorise the General Manager to sign all documentation, where necessary, in 
relation to the proposed road closure, and subsequent lot consolidation with 
adjoining Council owned land identified as Lot 2 DP510997, Lot 30 DP1268151, 
and  Lot 29 DP 1267151; 

5. authorise the Mayor to sign any documentation, where additionally required to 
do so, in relation to the proposed road closure, and subsequent lot consolidation 
with adjoining Council owned land identified as Lot 2 DP510997, Lot 30 
DP1268151, and Lot 29 DP 1267151; 

6. arrange for the preparation, lodgement, and registration of the relevant closure 
and lot consolidation plan; and 

7. authorise the Common Seal to be affixed to all documentation, where necessary, 
in relation to the proposed closure, and subsequent lot consolidation with 
adjoining Council owned land identified as Lot 2 DP510997, Lot 30 DP1268151, 
and Lot 29 DP1267151.   

 

 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this Report is to notify Council that there were no objections to the proposed road 
closure of part of Saleyards Lane, Mudgee and for Council to approve the closure and retention of 
this land parcel in Council ownership. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
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Detailed report 
On Wednesday, 21 February 2024, Council resolved to adopt the proposal to close part of 
Saleyards Lane, Mudgee. The Council Minute is appended as Attachment 1.  
 
The road the subject of the partial closure is approximately 166m² and is located adjacent to the 
Lady Gowrie Preschool. A map showing the location of the land parcel is appended as 
Attachment 2. 
 
The road closing process is governed by the Roads Act 1993 (s 38). Part of the process requires 
Council to advertise for a period of 28 days, the intention to close a road to allow for any 
submissions and objections from the public to be received. Council is then required to consider all 
submissions and objections and take any action to resolve any objections.  
 
Council advertised its intention to partially close Saleyards Lane, Mudgee in the Mudgee Guardian 
on Friday, 15 March 2024 edition. The advertisement that appeared in the Mudgee Guardian is 
appended as Attachment 3. The proposal was also advertised on Council’s website. 
 
After the 28 day notice period expired on 19 April 2024, no written objections were received to 
Council’s proposal to partially close Saleyards Lane, Mudgee. 
   
Notification of Council’s proposal to partially close Saleyards Lane, Mudgee was sent to all external 
Notifiable Authorities pursuant to s38B of the Roads Act 1993. No written objections were received 
in relation to Council’s proposal.   The “no objection” responses are appended as Attachment 4. 
 
Upon closure, the road will vest in Council ownership pursuant to s38E(2)(a) of the Act. After 
vesting, Council intends to retain this parcel of land for consolidation with adjacent Council-owned 
land, Lot 2 DP510997, Lot 30 DP1267151, and part Lot 29 DP1267151.  
 
Retaining Council ownership in this land parcel is crucial for meeting planning regulations and 
development requirements for the proposed expansion of Lady Gowrie Preschool, if approved for 
progression by Council in the future.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Roads Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
Land Registration Services and legal costs are anticipated to be within existing budgets.  
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Associated Risks 
If the Council Public Road is not closed, the proposed expansion of the Lady Gowrie Preschool 
may be jeopardised due to no other available land surrounding the centre to support the proposed 
development.  This land is crucial for meeting development requirements and approvals for the 
development to proceed, if it is adopted for progression by Council in later reports.   

 

LEIGH CUSHWAY 
PROPERTY OFFICER 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 

  

19 April 2024 

Attachments: 1. Min 20-24 - Council Meeting 21 February 2024 - 9.7 Proposed Partial Road 
Closure at Saleyards Lane.   

2. Map showing area of road to be closed.
3. Published Advertisement of Proposed Road Closure - Saleyards Lane 15

Mar 24_2.
4. Responses from External Authorities to Closure of Part of Saleyards Lane,

Mudgee.

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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9.12 Community Land Plan of Management - Adoption 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER - PROPERTY AND REVENUE  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, COU500102 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager - Property and Revenue on the Community 

Land Plan of Management - Adoption; 

2. note that no submissions were received during the PoM exhibition period or as a 
result of the public hearing; 

3. note that further Native Title Manager advice as cited in Attachment 3 to this 
Report has been considered in relation to the Community Land Plan of 
Management; 

4. adopt the Community Land Plan of Management as cited in Attachment 2 to this 
Report, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Act 1993 and in 
accordance with Section 3.23(6) of the Crown Land Management Act 2016; 

5. authorise the General Manager to make minor editorial modifications in the 
finalisation of the Community Land Plan of Management if necessary; and 

6. forward the adopted Community Land Plan of Management to the NSW 
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure – Crown Lands and Public 
Spaces for information. 

 

 
Executive summary 
At the Meeting of Council held on Wednesday, 13 December 2023, Council was presented with the 
Draft Community Lands Plan of Management (PoM). 
   
Council resolved via Minute 309-23 to note changes to the draft PoM advocated by the Crown and 
to conduct public exhibition of the Draft PoM and hold a public hearing in accordance with s40A 
Local Government Act 1993 (Act), and to receive a further report at the conclusion to consider any 
submissions received and to adopt the PoM.  Following the enactment of these resolutions, this 
report now seeks Council’s resolution to adopt the PoM in accordance with s40 of the Act and 
s3.23(6) of the CLMA. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council Minute 309-23 of 13 December 2023 is appended to this Report as Attachment 1. 
The outcomes of the enactment of the resolutions are as follows – 
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Public Exhibition 
The draft PoM was publicly exhibited from 12 January 2024 to 1 March 2024 with submissions 
accepted until 8 March 2024. 
 
The draft PoM was available for viewing on Council’s website with hard copies available at 
Council’s Administration Services Centres.  A walk-in information session was also conducted on 
28 February 2024. As the PoM includes Council owned Land, a Public Hearing was also 
conducted in accordance with Section 40A of the Local Government Act on 29 February 2024. 
 
No submissions were received. Having completed the consultation procedures required, and 
received further concurrence from the Crown, Council is now free to adopt the PoM in accordance 
with Section 40(1) of the Local Government Act. 
 
Native Title Managers’ Advice 
Plans of Management for Crown reserves must be compliant with the statutory requirements of the 
Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993 (NTA).  Council cannot adopt a plan of management until it 
has obtained written advice from a Native Title Manager that a plan of management complies with 
the applicable provisions of the NTA legislation. 
 
The Native Title Managers’ Advice presented to Council on 13 December 2023 indicated that the 
draft PoM complied with the applicable provisions of the NTA, in this case being valid future acts 
under s24JA.   
 
Council advised and gave the opportunity to comment to NTSCorp Limited as the representative 
aboriginal body for New South Wales, under s24JB(6) of the NTA.  No comment was received from 
NTSCorp. 
 
The Native Title Managers’ Advice presented to Council on 13 December 2023 has been reviewed.  
It is considered that the proposed PoM still complies with the applicable provisions of the NTA 
being valid future acts under s24JA.  The reviewed advice is appended as Attachment 3 to this 
Report.   
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the PoM as appended as Attachment 2 to this Report be adopted by 
Council.   
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Meet the diverse needs of the community and create a sense of belonging 
Strategy Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The PoM will provide strategic direction for Community classified Crown and Council Land and is 
consistent with Council’s responsibilities under the LGA and the CLMA. The PoM identifies the 
permissible uses and potential development for the land parcel cited.  Council may not undertake 
any activities, uses or developments which are not provided for in the PoM 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
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Legislation 
Crown Land Management Act 2016  
Division 3.4 – Crown Land managed by Councils 
Division 3.6 – Plans of Management and other plans 
Section 8.7 – When advice of Native Title Manager is required 
Crown Land Management Regulation 2018 
Local Government Act 1993  
Part 2 Division 2 – Use and Management of Community Land 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Part 4 Community land, Division 1 – Guidelines for the categorisation of Community Land 
Native Title Act 1993 (Commonwealth) 
Section 233 – Future Act 
Section 24JA – Reservations, leases etc. 
NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983  
 
Financial implications 
The adoption of the PoM will not have an immediate financial impact.  Any future works priorities 
identified as part of the PoM will be considered through the normal operational planning and 
budget processes. 
 
Council received funding from the NSW Government through the Plans of Management Funding 
Support Program to develop compliant plans of management under the LGA for all Council 
managed Crown reserves.  The cost of preparing the PoM has been funded from this resource. 
 
Associated Risks 
It is a requirement under the LGA and CLMA for Council to produce compliant plans of 
management for all Council managed Crown reserves.  One of the key aims of a plan of 
management is to ensure that management of Crown Reserves is conducted in accordance with 
requirements of the NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 and Native Title Act 1993, reducing the 
potential for Council to be in breach of either piece of legislation.  The PoM addresses all 
requirements and clearly sets out the obligations. 
 
The risk of producing a plan of management which did not align with the community’s vision for the 
reserve was mitigated by public consultation facilitated by the exhibition of the draft PoM, additional 
community consultation in the form of a walk-in information session and due consideration of 
submissions received. 
 
 
 

IAN CLAYTON 
MANAGER - PROPERTY AND REVENUE 
 

KRISTIE WARD 
ACTING DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

  

26 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Min 309-23 - Council Meeting 13 Dec 2023 - Community Land PoM. 

(separately attached)   
2. Community Land Plan of Management. (separately attached)   
3. Native Title manager Advice - Community Land PoM. (separately attached)    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 10: Operations 

10.1 Draft Walking & Cycling Strategic Plan for Public Exhibition 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING 
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, ROA100587 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. receive the report by the Manager, Infrastructure Planning on the Draft Walking & 
Cycling Plan;

2. place the draft Mid-Western Regional Walking & Cycling Plan on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days;

3. adopt the Mid-Western Regional Walking & Cycling Plan, should no public 
submissions be received; and 

4. receive a further report, should submissions be received as part of the public 
exhibition process to consider any submissions made.

Executive summary 
Council received funding support from Transport for NSW’s 2022/23 “Get NSW Active” program to 
undertake the preparation of the Mid-Western Regional Walking and Cycling Plan. The purpose of 
this plan is to provide strategic assessment and action plan, meeting Council’s objectives under the 
2040 Community Plan, by identifying the type of walking and cycling facilities required to cater for 
the needs of the communities of Mudgee, Gulgong, Rylstone and Kandos, regardless of age or 
mobility. 

This report recommends that the attached draft Walking and Cycling Plan be placed on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days.  

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 

Detailed report 
This report recommends that the attached draft Walking and Cycling Plan be placed on public 
exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days.  

Volume 1 of this Plan addresses the active transport future of Mudgee, Gulgong, Rylstone and 
Kandos and discusses: 
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• the Community’s priorities;
• who and why people choose active transport and where they are walking and cycling to;
• the key barriers currently making active transport an unattractive travel choice; and
• the recommended strategic approach to how these barriers can be overcome.

Volume 2 of this Plan provides the action plan, presents the framework of network route priorities, 
the treatments of how they may be delivered. 

Following this period of consultation the feedback and responses will be considered and the Plan 
finalised for it to be presented for adoption at a future Council meeting. 

Background 
On 19 October 2022 Council received a letter from Transport for NSW confirming Council was 
successful in securing a grant fund contribution of $150,000 towards the strategic assessment and 
planning of Walking and Cycling facilities in the major townships of Mudgee, Gulgong, Rylstone 
and Kandos. The purpose of this body of work is to develop a strategic plan and action plan for an 
active travel plan which will supersede the existing 3 February 2016 Pedestrian and Mobility Plan 
(PAMP). 

Following a Request for Quotation, on 20 February 2024 Crossley Transport Planning was 
appointed to undertake the project planning, initial community consultation to understand the 
community’s needs, identify issues and opportunities and develop the strategic plan and action 
plan. 

Stakeholder engagement was undertaken in April-May 2023. Letters were mailed out to residents, 
local businesses and key community stakeholders encouraging them to share their views on the 
active transport priorities within their townships by completing a survey (either in writing or online) 
and by attending one of two separate face-to-face workshops held on 22-23 May 2023. 
Over 300 people responded to the survey and/or attended one of the two workshops. This 
engagement provided data on who within the Community is walking and cycling today and the 
barriers the Community faces making active transport an unattractive choice.  Across the four 
townships key issues raised included, but were not limited to, safety, missing footpaths and cycle 
ways and lack of space on the footpath to walk comfortably with prams and children. 

This data, together with current government policies, standards and design guidelines, was used: 

a) to inform the assessment of the suitability of the existing walking and cycling infrastructure
serving the Community; and

b) to develop strategic walking and cycling networks for which purpose is to connect people from
their homes to their desired destinations, giving consideration to mobility needs.

A key note is that the Transport for NSW (TfNSW) July 2020 Walking and Space Guideline 
recommends in residential/mixed use areas a minimum footpath path width of 1.80-2.0m and 
shared path widths of 3.0m. Due to the physical constraint of footway nature strips within the major 
townships generally being 4.5m-5.5m (as prescribed by the 2013 Mid-Western Development 
Control Plan) and Council not allowing services to be located under a footpath, it is proposed under 
this Plan that footpaths generally be adopted at 1.5m footpaths and 2.5m shared paths. Whilst not 

meeting the TfNSW guidelines these proposed widths do satisfy Austroads Guide to Road Design 
Part 6A: Paths for Walking & Cycling. AS1428.2:1992, an industry recognised guide regularly 
referred by Council as an appropriate standard for development.  
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Source Maitland CC SD001 

Source Maitland CC SD001 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 2040 
Council Delivery Program and Operational Plan 
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Pedestrian Access and Mobility Plan (PAMP) 
2013 Mid-Western Development Control Plan 

Council Policies 
Not Applicable 

Legislation 
Not Applicable 

Financial implications 
Council was successful in gaining funding for the project as part of the TfNSW 2022/23 “Get Active 
NSW”. Under the program Agreement funding sources are confirmed as follows: 

Receiving grant funding deteriorates Own Source Revenue ratio. Building new infrastructure will 
increase depreciation in future years, hence negative impact on the Building & Infrastructure 
Renewal ratio. 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2023/24 -  - 
Future Years - - 
Associated Risks 
Should the footpath and shared paths recommended under this Plan be adopted at the 
recommended widths of 1.5m and 2.5m respectively future years capital works budgets will be 
affected as follows: 

1. Increase cost in footpath construction, due to additional width if footpath.
2. Council may not have full access to TfNSW grant funding to perform improvement works to 

existing paths or construct new infrastructure in some circumstances. This may have the 
effect of increasing internal capital budgets to fund some footpath works instead of grant funding.

To mitigate this cost risk to Council: 

• Council may choose to extend the delivery periods and reduce the length of paths planned to
be constructed each final year.
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• Development approval conditions require developers, at their cost, to provide upgraded or new

footpaths and/or shared paths to the frontage of their developments.

• The Development Control Plan is to be amended to include a notation that that, where footway
widths allow, path widths are to be provided in accordance with TfNSW’s July 2020 Walking
and Space Guideline. This will ensure access to TfNSW funding for path upgrades or
construction of new infrastructure.

 

RAY KEARNS 
MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING 

JULIAN GEDDES 
DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 

  

2 April 2024 

Attachments:  LATE ATTACHMENTS TO COME:-
1. Walking and Cycling Strategic Plan - MWRC (Volume 1)
2. Walking and Cycling Strategic Plan - MWRC (Volume 2)

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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Item 11: Community 
 
 

11.1 Audit Risk and Improvement Committee - Additional 
Independent Committee Member 

REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, COR400236 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Audit Risk and Improvement 

Committee - Additional Independent Committee Member; and 

2. endorse the appointment of Emma Thomas as an independent Committee 
Member for a four year term from 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2028. 

 

 
Executive summary 
This report is to advise Council of the recruitment process, and request endorsement of an 
additional independent committee member for the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
In December 2023 the Local Government (General) Amendment (Audit, Risk, and Improvement 
Committees) Regulation 2023 supporting the new Guidelines for risk management and internal 
audit for local governments in NSW were released by the OLG. The regulation commences on 
1 July 2024.  
 
One of the key issues that arose from the amendments to the regulation was the need for at least 
two other independent members in addition to the independent chairperson. In order to meet this 
requirement Expression of Interests were sort and applications were received and reviewed by the 
General Manager, Director of Community, and Chairperson. Endorsement of the appointment of 
the new Independent Committee member – Emma Thomas is requested. The initial appointment 
as a member on the audit, risk and Improvement Committee is for four years. 
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Prudently manage risks associated with all Council activities 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  

Council Policies 
Audit Risk and Improvement Committee Charter 
Internal Audit Policy  

Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 

Financial implications 
Not Applicable 

Associated Risks 
Nil 

 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
  

29 April 2024 

Attachments: 1. Emma Thomas - Cover Letter & CV. (Confidential - separately attached) 
2. Emma Thomas - Selection Criteria. (Confidential - separately attached)

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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11.2 Library Services Quarterly Report - January to March 2024 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, F0620020 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the Library Services Quarterly Report - January to March 
2024 by the Manager Library Services. 
 

Executive summary 
This report seeks to inform Council of the activities undertaken by the Mid-Western Regional 
Council Library Service between January-March 2024 (inclusive), under four key strategic 
priorities: Our Spaces, Our Collections, Our Programs and Activities, and Our People. 
 

Disclosure of Interest 
 
Nil 
 

Detailed report 
OUR SPACES 
• Mudgee Library branch has undergone a review of opening hours, with the following new hours 

due to commence as of 1 July 2024: 9am-5.30pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday; 
9am-7.30pm on Thursday; and 9.30am-1.30pm on Saturday. 

• The Manager Library Services has approached Mudgee Region Tourism to request library 
branch locations be added to future visitor maps. Mudgee Region Tourism will take this into 
consideration for the next edition. 

• The Library was recently successful in securing a $4,720 grant from Moolarben Coal 
Operations to install dedicated hearing equipment from Hearing Loop Australia in the Event 
Zone.  

• As part of the Library’s Local Priority Grant for 2023-2024, the windows on the top floor of 
Mudgee branch will be tinted to reduce heat and glare, and to further prevent the books from 
fading. 

 
OUR COLLECTIONS 

• The Library is about to embark on a project to digitise the Local History Collection. The past 
few months have involved planning and liaising with State Library, IT Services and other 
Spydus libraries to determine best practices and a strategy for the way forward. The project will 
primarily be done in-house by the Library Technician who will be utilising the Spydus 
cataloguing module and portable scanner.   

 
OUR PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 
• Over December and January, the Library ran a Narnia-themed Summer Reading Program 

which received 122 registrations.  
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• Over the past few months, the Library has been busy preparing marketing collateral, a reading 
booklet, and prizes in anticipation of launching the 1000 Books Before School early literacy 
program during 2024. The Library is also working with Solus (library app provider) who offer an 
additional free children’s reading tracker app called Planet Library to establish whether this can 
complement the program as well as other initiatives such as the Summer Reading Program. 

• On Saturday 17 February, the Mobile Library attended the Gulgong Show as a community 
outreach activity offering Storytime and craft sessions, and also provided community members 
with the opportunity to join, browse and borrow. 

• The new Kandos Book Group which launched in February has already proven popular, with a 
total of 15 attendees over two meetings.  

• This year, two new primary school term programs were introduced: Brick Bonanza (a Lego 
building club for years 3-6) and Brainy Bunch (a STEM-themed program for years K-2). Both 
programs are booked out (12 spots). 

• During the 2024 Seniors Festival, the Library once again partnered with NBN Co to deliver 
several 1:1 Tech Help and Scam Awareness sessions at Mudgee and Kandos libraries.  

• Throughout January, the Library continued the Narnia theme into the school holiday program, 
delivering 21 activities to a total of 177 children. 

 
OUR PEOPLE 

• The Mobile Library Operator has been on extended leave, and a number of casuals and 
permanent staff were trained to continue providing the service. Addressing the need for cross-
skilling, especially with the Mobile Library, was a key priority outlined in the strategic plan. 

• Several Library staff attended Spydus Coffee Session webinars on topics including:- Boolean 
Searching, Premiers’ Reading Challenge, and Curating a Digital Exhibition. In addition, three 
Library staff attended a full-day online seminar on Readers’ Advisory.   

• The Manager Library Services attended in-person training on Managing Complex Performance 
over two days at the MAP Cultural Workshops.  

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal A safe and healthy community 
Strategy Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the 

needs of our community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
The Library Services Quarterly Report has been developed in line with the 2022/23 – 2025/26 
Delivery Program, and Library Strategic Plan. 
 
Council Policies 
Collection Development Policy 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
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Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

RACHEL GILL 
MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

10 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Library Services Quarterly Statistics: January-March 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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11.3 Mudgee Centre of Excellence Training Camp Progress Update 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300368 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the report by the Director Community on the Mudgee Centre 
of Excellence Training Camp Progress Update. 
 

 
Executive summary 
This report provides an update to Council on the progress of the Mudgee Centre of Excellence 
Training Camp facility. The Construction Certificate was issued on 15th April 2024, allowing 
construction of the major parts of the project to commence.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil  
 
Detailed report 
The attachment to this report provides a quarterly update on the progress of this Mudgee Centre of 
Excellence Training Camp project.  
 
Over $3 million has already been spent on the project on design and preliminary works. The site of 
the complex is ready for the building construction phase with works on stormwater and the sewer 
main also to commence shortly. There have been some frustrations for both Council and the 
contractor in relation to the length of time that was needed to secure the Construction Certificate as 
well as ongoing issues with the Planning Portal that are delaying the project. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
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Financial implications 
This project is budgeted and no additional funds are requested from Council with this report. 
 
Associated Risks 
Regular reporting to Council provides an opportunity to communicate and manage any ongoing or 
unexpected risks that emerge with this project. 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Mudgee Centre of Excellence Training Camp Progress Report May 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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11.4 Mudgee Valley Park Expansion Project Progress Update 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, FIN300365, COR400446 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive and note the report by the Director Community on the Mudgee Valley 
Park Expansion Project Progress Update. 
 

 
Executive summary 
The attached report provides an update on the progress of the Mudgee Valley Park Expansion 
Project. Stage 2 of this project is complete, and work is commencing on Stage 3.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
At the Council meeting in April 2023, it was resolved to proceed with Stage 3 of the Mudgee Valley 
Park Expansion. This stage provides an additional 15 cabins and associated infrastructure at a 
cost of around $7 million. This budget has been allocated across the 2023/24 and 2024/25 
budgets. 
  
Stage 2 has been completed with landscaping works now completed. As part of Stage 2, 31 
additional cabins were installed at Mudgee Valley Park and these are now operational.  
 
Work has begun on Stage 3, infrastructure works and road works for stage 3 cabins are underway, 
and the first 7 cabins are well under construction. These cabins are due to be delivered to site by 
June 2024. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Effective and efficient delivery of infrastructure 
Strategy Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 

community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Strategic Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
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Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Budget is already in place for this project. 
 
Associated Risks 
Regular reporting to Council provides an opportunity to communicate and manage any ongoing or 
unexpected risks that emerge with this project. 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Mudgee Valley Park Stage 3 Progress Report May 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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11.5 MRT Quarterly Report - January to March 2024 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, F0770077 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the Director Community on the MRT Quarterly Report - 
January to March 2024. 

 

 
Executive summary 
As per the funding and performance agreement entered into in July 2022 between Mudgee 
Regional Tourism (MRT) and Council, MRT is required to report quarterly to Council on their 
performance. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The MRT report for the third quarter of the 23/24 Financial Year has been delivered to Council in 
accordance with the funding and performance agreement. The report is attached for Council’s 
consideration. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
A key strategy in the Mid-Western Region Community Plan is to promote the Region as a great 
place to live, work, invest and visit. This strategy recognises the important role that tourism plays in 
building a strong local economy. 
 
Council has a contract with MRT for the supply of tourism services within the Mid-Western Local 
Government Area. The term of this contract is for three years ending on 30 June 2025. Under this 
contract, MRT must provide quarterly reports to Council. 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.5 181 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 

Financial implications 
This report is for information purposes only, as per Council’s contractual arrangement with MRT. 
There are no additional financial implications. 

Associated Risks 
This report is for information purposes only, as per Council’s contractual arrangement with MRT. 

 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
  

1 May 2024 

Attachments: 1. MRT Quarterly MWRC Operational Report_Q3_FY24. (separately attached) 

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024  
REPORT 11.6 

 

182 
 
 
 

 

11.6 Policy Review - Statement of Business Ethics 
REPORT BY THE GOVERNANCE CO-ORDINATOR  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, INM700014 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Governance Co-ordinator on the Policy Review - 

Statement of Business Ethics; 

2. place the Statement of Business Ethics on exhibition for 28 days; and 

3. adopt the Statement of Business Ethics if no submissions are received during 
the exhibition period. 

 

 
Executive summary 
Council’s Statement of Business Ethics was last adopted by Council in 2023 after an extensive 
review was undertaken.  It was identified in consultation with the Manager, Procurement & Fleet 
and the Procurement Coordinator that minor changes are required to ensure the Statement of 
Business Ethics best meets the needs of Council. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Statement of Business Ethics defines the ethical business relationships between Council and 
its contractors and suppliers.  It sets out the expectations for contractors and suppliers when 
engaged by Council as well as the consequences for non-compliance and what they can expect 
from Council in return. 
 
It has been identified that references to the Code of Conduct had been made in the Statement of 
Business Ethics, where the code does not apply to contractors and suppliers.  These references 
have been removed. 
 
The following changes have also been made following consultation with the Procurement Team: 

• Any reference to the contractor also includes their employees. 
• Stating the contractor’s responsibility for disclosing any conflict of interest as soon as they 

become aware of the conflict. 
• References to the Public Interest Disclosures Act 2022 and the responsibilities and rights 

contractors have under the act have been added. 
 
A copy of the Statement of Business Ethics is included with all tender documentation and 
accompanies any contract where Council engages a contractor or supplier to undertake work for or 
on behalf of Council. 
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide accountable and transparent decision-making for the community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Delivery Program and Operational Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Code of Conduct 
Sustainable Procurement and Contractors Policy 
Contractor Management Policy 
Local Preference Policy 
Fraud and Corruption Control Policy 
Disposal of Assets Policy 
Public Interest Disclosure Policy 
Risk Management Policy 
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Public Interest Disclosures Act 2022 
Work Health Safety Act 2011 
NSW Local Government Tendering Guide 2009 
 
Financial implications 
Contractors and suppliers not adhering to the Statement of Business Ethics could result in 
additional costs to Council due to non-ethical practices being undertaken.  This may be in 
improperly charging for goods and services or the need to retender or engage additional services 
should contracts be terminated or additional work required to fix work not undertaken adequately.  
Projects may also be held up and timelines extended which could result in noncompliance with 
grant funding. 
 
Associated Risks 
Potential risks should this policy not be adopted and adhered to could include the reputational 
damage to Council and other businesses and their staff as well as the onflow effect to the greater 
community with Council not being able to deliver committed services and operations.  There is also 
the risk of potential damage to the natural environment due to unethical practices being 
undertaken. 
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ASHLEIGH MARSHALL 
GOVERNANCE CO-ORDINATOR 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

1 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Policy Review - Statement of Business Ethics.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 185 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 186 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 187 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 188 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 189 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 190 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 191 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 192 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 193 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 194 
 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 15 MAY 2024 
REPORT 11.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 195 
 

 

 
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024  
REPORT 12.1 

 

196 
 
 
 

 

Item 12: Reports from Committees 
 
 

12.1 Rail Committee Minutes - 19 April 2024 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, TRA300009, A0100034, GOV400105 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Rail Committee Minutes - 19 

April 2024; and 

2. endorse the minutes of the Rail Committee Meeting held on Friday, 19 April 2024. 
 

 
Executive summary 
This report is to advise Council of the matters given consideration at the meeting of the Rail 
Committee held on 19 April 2024.  
 
The members of the Rail Committee have a focus of re-instating the 89km rail line between 
Rylstone and Gulgong for passenger rail, light freight, and tourism opportunities.  

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
At the meeting on 2 February 2022, Council endorsed the formation of a Rail Committee. The 
public were invited to be members of the Committee and these members were endorsed at the 
April 2022 Council meeting.  
 
The Committee held its last meeting on 19 April 2024 and this report provides the minutes to 
Council for their information. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Good communications and engagement 
Strategy Encourage community access and participation in Council decision making 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan  
 
Council Policies 
Code of Conduct  
 
Legislation 
Section 355 of the Local Government Act (1993) 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

29 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes Rail Committee Meeting 19 April 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.2 Mid-Western Regional Youth Council  
REPORT BY THE ACTING MANAGER COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, COS300610 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Acting Manager Community & Cultural Services on the 

Mid-Western Regional Youth Council  

2. note the minutes of the Mid-Western Regional Youth Council meetings convened 
on 14 November 2023 and 12 March 2024; and 

3. endorse the current Youth Councillors and their elected positions:  
• Esther Palombini (Youth Mayor), Aaron Croll (Deputy Youth Mayor), Kirilee 

Besant, Joshua Smith, Bronte Furness, Chevelle McCrohon. 
 

 
Executive summary 
This report seeks to inform Council of Youth Council membership and activities. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 

Detailed report 
The Mid-Western Regional Youth Council convened its most recent meetings on 14 November 
2023 and 12 March 2024.  Youth Councillors planned and evaluated school holiday programs, 
discussed road safety initiatives and how to recruit new Youth Councillors.  
 
At the March meeting Youth Councillors elected Esther Palombini as Youth Mayor and Aaron Croll 
as Deputy Youth Mayor. Endorsement of the current Youth Council is being sought from Council. 
Further detail is contained within the minutes attached to this report. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Meet the diverse needs of the community and create a sense of belonging 
Strategy Support programs which strengthen the relationships between the range of 

community groups 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies  
Council’s Youth Strategy provides direction and recommendations for Council and the community 
to benefit local youth. The Mid-Western Regional Youth Council also takes direction from this 
document when considering future planning.   
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil 
 
 
 

CATHY MEYERS 
ACTING MANAGER COMMUNITY & 
CULTURAL SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

30 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Youth Council - Minutes - 14 November 2023.   

2. Youth Council - Minutes - 12 March 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.3 Gulgong Memorial Hall Committee Meeting 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, A0100024, GOV400105 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Gulgong Memorial Hall 

Committee Meeting; and 

2. note the minutes from the Gulgong Memorial Hall Committee meetings held on 
Wednesday, 24 April 2024. 

 

 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the considerations and recommendations of the 
Gulgong Memorial Hall Committee meetings held on Wednesday, 24 April 2024. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Gulgong Memorial Hall Committee met on 24 April 2024 as part of their ongoing meetings. 
Note the minutes for current actions and updates provided by the committee. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Respect and enhance the historic character of our region and heritage value of our 

towns 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
The Gulgong Memorial Hall Committee is operating under Section 355 of the Local Government 
Act 1993, which allows it to exercise a function of Council. 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024  
REPORT 12.3 

 

209 
 
 
 

 

Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

30 April 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Minutes Gulgong Memorial Hall Committee Meeting 24 April 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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12.4 Local Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes - April 2024 
REPORT BY THE ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT - INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING  
TO 15 MAY 2024 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400105, A0100009 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council receive the report by the Administration Assistant - Infrastructure Planning on 
the Local Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes - April 2024. 
 

 
Executive summary 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council and seek support of the considerations and 
recommendations of the Local Traffic Committee (LTC). 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Local Traffic Committee meeting was held on Friday, 19 April 2024. Two event reports were 
considered: 

• Marys Mayhem (Mudgee bike ride) to be held 10 to 11 August 2024. 
• Mudgee Running Festival to be held 18 August 2024. 
• Cementa Festival 2024 – Billy Cart Derby to be held 19 to 22 September 2024 (exact day to be 

confirmed) 
• Henry Lawson Heritage Festival 2024 to be held 8 June 2024 
• Mudgee Small Farm Field Days to be held Friday 12 and Saturday 13 July 2024 
 
No traffic reports were considered. General Business items included: 

• Several actions were discussed however there were no Local Traffic Committee action 
required. 

 
Full discussion notes are included in the attached report.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Connecting Our Region 
Goal High quality road network that is safe and efficient 
Strategy Provide traffic management solutions that promote safer local roads and minimise 

traffic congestion 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024  
REPORT 12.4 

 

213 
 
 
 

 

Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable  
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable  
 
 
 

JACQUALYN PERRING 
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT - 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING 
 

JULIAN GEDDES 
DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 
 

  

6 May 2024 
 
Attachments: 1. Local Traffic Committee Minutes - April 2024.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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Item 13: Urgent Business Without Notice 
 
 

URGENT BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
As provided by Clauses 19 & 20 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 14 LGMR). 

GIVING NOTICE OF BUSINESS 
19. (1) The Council must not transact business at a meeting of the Council: 

(a) unless a Councillor has given notice of the business in writing at least two (2) days prior to the day 
on which the agenda and business paper is prepared and delivered to Councillors; and 

(b) unless notice of the business has been sent to the Councillors in accordance with Clause 6 of this 
Code. (see Section 367 LGA & Clause 14(1) LGMR) 

 (2) Subclause (1) does not apply to the consideration of business at a meeting if the business: 

(a) is already before, or directly relates to a matter that is already before the Council (see Clause 
14(2)(a) LGMR); or 

(b) is the election of a chairperson to preside at the meeting as provided by Clause 12(1) (see Clause 
14(2)(b) LGMR); or 

(c) is a matter or topic put to the meeting by the chairperson in accordance with Clause 21 (see 
Clause 14(2)(c) LGMR); or 

(d) is a motion for the adoption of recommendations of a committee of the Council; (see Clause 
14(2)(d) LGMR); or 

(e) relates to reports from officers, which in the opinion of the Chairperson or the General Manager 
are urgent; 

(f) relates to reports from officers placed on the business paper pursuant to a decision of a committee 
that additional information be provided to the Council in relation to a matter before the Committee; 
and 

(g) relates to urgent administrative or procedural matters that are raised by the Mayor or General 
Manager. 

BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 
20. (1) Despite Clause 19 of this Code, business may be transacted at a meeting of the Council 

  even though due notice of the business has not been given to the Councillors.  However, 
 this can happen only if: 

(a) a motion is passed to have the business transacted at the meeting; and 

(b) the business proposed to be brought forward is ruled by the Chairperson to be of great urgency. 
Such a motion can be moved without notice. (see Clause 14(3) LGMR) 

 (2) Despite Clause 30 of this Code, only the mover of a motion referred to in subclause (1) can speak 
to the motion before it is put. (see Clause 14(4) LGMR) 
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Item 14: Confidential Session 
 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1993 
 

10A WHICH PARTS OF A MEETING CAN BE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC? 
(1) A council, or a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors, may close to the 

public so much of its meeting as comprises: 
(a) the discussion of any of the matters listed in subclause (2), or  
(b) the receipt or discussion of any of the information so listed. 

(2) The matters and information are the following:  
(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors),  
(b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer,  
(c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom 

the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business,  
(d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed:  

(i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or  
(ii) confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council, or  
(iii) reveal a trade secret,  

 
(e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance of law,  
(f) matters affecting the security of the council, councillors, council staff or council property,  
(g) advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production in 

legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege,  
(h) information concerning the nature and location of a place or an item of Aboriginal 

significance on community land,  
(i) alleged contraventions of any code of conduct requirements applicable under section 440. 

(3) A council, or a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors, may also close 
to the public so much of its meeting as comprises a motion to close another part of the meeting to 
the public.  

(4) A council, or a committee of a council, may allow members of the public to make representations 
to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to the public, as to whether that part of 
the meeting should be closed. 

10D GROUNDS FOR CLOSING PART OF MEETING TO BE SPECIFIED 
(1) The grounds on which part of a meeting is closed must be stated in the decision to close that part 

of the meeting and must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 

(2) The grounds must specify the following: 
(a) the relevant provision of section 10A(2)  
(b) the matter that is to be discussed during the closed part of the meeting, 
(c) the reasons why the part of the meeting is being closed, including (if the matter concerned 

is a matter other than a personnel matter concerning particular individuals, the personal 
hardship of a resident or ratepayer or a trade secret) an explanation of the way in which 
discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public 
interest. 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024 

 

234 
 
 
 

 

664  DISCLOSURE AND MISUSE OF INFORMATION 
(1) A person must not disclose any information obtained in connection with the administration or 

execution of this Act unless that disclosure is made:  
(a) with the consent of the person from whom the information was obtained, or  
(b) in connection with the administration or execution of this Act, or  
(c) for the purposes of any legal proceedings arising out of this Act or of any report of any such 

proceedings, or  
(d) in accordance with a requirement imposed under the Ombudsman Act 1974 or the 

Freedom of Information Act 1989 , or  
(e) with other lawful excuse.  

1. (1A) In particular, if part of a meeting of a council or a committee of a council is closed to the public 
in accordance with section 10A (1), a person must not, without the authority of the council or the 
committee, disclose (otherwise than to the council or a councillor of the council) information with 
respect to the discussion at, or the business of, the meeting.  

2. (1B) Subsection (1A) does not apply to:  
(a) the report of a committee of a council after it has been presented to the council, or  
(b) disclosure made in any of the circumstances referred to in subsection (1) (a)-(e), or  
(c) disclosure made in circumstances prescribed by the regulations, or  
(d) any agenda, resolution or recommendation of a meeting that a person is entitled to inspect 

in accordance with section 12. 
(2) A person acting in the administration or execution of this Act must not use, either directly or 

indirectly, information acquired by the person in that capacity, being information that is not 
generally known, for the purpose of gaining either directly or indirectly a financial advantage for the 
person, the person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person. 

(3) A person acting in the administration or execution of this Act, and being in a position to do so, 
must not, for the purpose of gaining either directly or indirectly an advantage for the person, the 
person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person, influence:  
(a) the determination of an application for an approval, or  
(b) the giving of an order. 

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 15 MAY 2024 

 

235 
 
 
 

 

MOTION 
 

I move that pursuant to the provisions of Section 10 of the Local Government Act, 1993 the meeting 
be closed to the public. 

After a motion to close the meeting has been moved and seconded and before the vote, the Chairman will 
ask if there are any other matters, besides those listed on the agenda which should be considered in 
Confidential Session. 

He will then announce those matters to be considered in Confidential Session.  In doing so, the Chairman 
will give reasons why those matters are to be considered in Confidential Session and explain the way in 
which discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest. 

CHAIRMAN 
 

The following matters have been listed for consideration in Confidential Session: 

14.1 Major Event Glen Willow Exemption from Tender 
The reason for dealing with this report confidentially is that it relates to commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993. 
Discussion of this matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public 
interest as it involves discussion of commercial negotiations.  

The Chairman will then ask the General Manager if there are any written representations from the public on 
the proposed closure of the meeting. 

The General Manager will read out any written representations received. 

The Chairman will ask if anyone in the gallery would like to make verbal representations in regard to the 
matters now to be considered in Confidential Session. 

The Chairman will then put the motion “to close the meeting” to the vote. 
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Item 15: Urgent Confidential Business Without Notice 
 
 

Item 16: Open Council 
 
 

Item 17: Closure 
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