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Item 7: Office of the General Manager 
 
 

7.1 Mayoral and Deputy Mayoral Elections 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 16 AUGUST 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV400006 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Mayoral and Deputy Mayoral 

Elections; 

2. note Circular to Councils 23-09 received from the Office of Local Government 
advising that Mayoral elections are to be held in September 2023 for the final 
year of the Council term; and 

3. determine to hold an Extraordinary meeting of Council on 27 September 2023 for 
the purposes of holding elections for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.  

 

Executive summary 
This report provides Council and the community with information received via a circular from the 
Office of Local Government relating to the timing of elections for the Mayor. This circular was 
received on 2 August 2023 and requires Council to hold Mayoral elections in September 2023. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council has received Circular 23-09 from the Office of Local Government stating that elections for 
the Mayor will need to be held in September 2023. Council had previously resolved in January 
2021 to elect the Mayor for a period of two years. 
 
It is noted that there are two somewhat contradictory clauses within the Local Government Act 
relating to Mayor elections.  
 
Clause 230(1) states: 

A mayor elected by the councillors holds the office of mayor for 2 years, subject to this Act. 
 
Clause 290(1) states: 

The election of the mayor by the councillors is to be held— 
(a)  if it is the first election after an ordinary election of councillors—within 3 weeks after the ordinary 

election, or 
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(b)  if it is not that first election or an election to fill a casual vacancy—during the month of September, or 
(c)  if it is the first election after the constitution of an area—within 14 days after the appointment of a 

provisional council or the first election of the council if a provisional council is not appointed, or 
(d)  if the relevant council is a non-functioning council, or a council of which all civic offices have 

been declared vacant, and the election is the first to be held after the appointment or election 
of the councillors—within 14 days after the appointment or election of the councillors. 

 
Around the time of the December 2021 election, advice was sought on this contradiction and what 
the Mayor term should be. No direction was provided by the Office of Local Government to limit the 
term of the Mayor to 1 year and 9 months and hold the next Mayoral election in September 2023 
and so Council resolved to elect the Mayor for the two-year term as per Clause 230 (1). 
 
This recent advice means that an election for the office of Mayor will need to be held at some point 
during September 2023. This Mayoral election could be held at an extraordinary meeting similar to 
the extraordinary meeting held in January 2022. It is recommended that an Extraordinary meeting 
be held on Wednesday 27 September at 5.30pm.  
 
As per the motion for the Election of the Deputy Mayor at the January 2022 Extraordinary Council 
Meeting, the Deputy Mayoral term was to run concurrently with the Mayoral term. Therefore, an 
election for the Deputy Mayor will also be held at the same meeting following the election of the 
Mayor. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide accountable and transparent decision-making for the community 
 
Strategic implications 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

2 August 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Mayoral Elections Fact Sheet.   

2. Office of Local Government Circular to Councils 23-09.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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