
MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 19 JULY 2023  
REPORT 12.2 

 

187 
 
 
 

 

12.2 Red Hill Advisory Committee Meeting - 31 May 2023 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 19 JULY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, A0190002 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Red Hill Advisory 

Committee Meeting - 31 May 2023; 

2. note the minutes of the Red Hill Reserve Working Party meeting held on 31 May 
2023; and 

3. adopt the Terms of Reference for the Red Hill Reserve Working Party. 
 
 
Executive summary 
This report seeks to inform Council on the Red Hill Advisory Committee Meeting held on 31 May 
2023. This Committee has been established by Council to provide advice on the Red Hill site. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
A meeting of the Red Hill Advisory Committee (‘the Committee’) was held on 31 May 2023. There 
were a number of issues raised at the meeting by members of the Committee and these are 
contained in the minutes for review by Council. Several motions were supported by the Committee, 
although not always unanimously. If Council is of a mind to support any of these items, then an 
appropriate statement should be added to the recommendation. 
 
The Committee again proposed that Council should make application for the Red Hill site to be 
added to the NSW State Heritage Register. This idea has been presented to Council previously but 
has not been further action by Council. If Council is supportive of this proposal then this should be 
added to the recommendation together with an appropriate budget for work on this matter to be 
undertaken. 
 
Members of the Committee raised some concerns about the way that Committee meetings were 
being run and also had concerns about the proposed Terms of Reference. As noted in the minutes, 
the Committee specifically noted that they expect a minimum of four meetings a year for the 
Committee. The Committee also wanted to see a requirement for Council to report back to the 
Committee on each of their recommendations to Council. These items have not been included in 
the attached Terms of Reference for adoption. However, Council is able to make any amendments 
to the Terms of Reference to be adopted for the Committee.  
 
The Committee expressed disappointment in the lack of consultation with the Committee over the 
draft Plan of Management for Red Hill. 
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The Committee expressed its appreciation to Council for the works undertaken on the Red Hill 
Cottage. As Council is aware, the cottage has been refurbishment to allow for a visitor information 
centre and café to compliment the Gulgong Gold Experience on the site. 
 
There was significant discussion about the proposal to construct the Gulgong Natural History 
Museum at the Red Hill precinct. There was strong opposition to this proposal from some members 
of the Committee. More detailed discussion on this and the related motions supported by a majority 
of the Committee are included in the minutes. There was a clear sense from some members of the 
Committee that Council had erred in not consulting the Committee prior to the submission of the 
funding application. It should be noted that a briefing was provided to the Committee at their 
meeting in October 2022 soon after the funding application was submitted. 
 
While members of the Committee had valid points to make in terms of the discussion about the 
Gulgong Natural History Museum, it is disappointing that discussions at the Committee meeting 
occasionally descended into personal attacks. The finalisation of the Terms of Reference is vital to 
ensure that there is a good understanding of the role that Council would like the Committee to 
perform.  
 
It is also noted that, at the time of writing this report, further consultation on the Gulgong Natural 
History Museum is underway with the Gulgong community. Results on this consultation are likely to 
be reported to the August Council meeting. 
 
Council has also received a letter form the Gulgong Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber is 
requesting a representative of the Chamber be included as a member of the Committee. It is not 
recommended that this be supported at this stage. To the best of the knowledge of staff, the 
Chamber has not previously had a designated representative – all representatives have been 
appointed as community members, with the exception of the State Government representative 
from the Red Hill Environmental Education Centre. If Council wishes to support a specific Gulgong 
Chamber of Commerce representative to be on the Committee, this should be included in the 
recommendation. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Respect and enhance the historic character of our region and heritage value of our 

towns 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Strategic Plan 
Red Hill Master Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
The Red Hill Committee is operating under Section 355 of the Local Government Act (1993) 
 
Financial implications 
Any further capital works at the Red Hill site will require budget approval. 
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Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

26 June 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Red Hill Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 31 May 2023.   

2. Letter - to MWRC Chamber Position on Red Hill 355 Committee.   
3. Terms of Reference - Red Hill Reserve Working Party 2023 - for adoption.    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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