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Item 12: Reports from Committees 
 
 

12.1 Rail Committee Minutes - 25 May 2023 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 19 JULY 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, TRA300009 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Rail Committee Minutes - 25 

May 2023; 

2. endorse the minutes of the Rail Committee Meeting 25th May 2023; 

3. endorse the proposed change to the Terms of Reference for the Rail Committee; 
and 

4. undertake a consultation process with the community on the reinstatement of 
passenger, light freight and heavy rail services and report the results of this 
consultation process to Council. 

 
 
Executive summary 
This report is to advise Council of the matters given consideration at the meeting of the Rail 
Committee held on 25 May 2023. 
  
There were a number of matters raised at the meeting that require Council consideration. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
At the meeting on 2 February 2022, Council endorsed the formation of a Rail Committee. The 
public were invited to be members of the Committee and these members were endorsed at the 
April 2022 Council meeting. 
 
The Committee held its most recent meeting on 25 May 2023 and this report provides the minutes 
to Council for their information. 
 
There is a proposed change to the Terms of Reference and this is recommended. It broadens the 
scope of the Committee to include light freight rail as well as passenger trains.  
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Other matters raised, however, are likely to require Council to make a clear statement on their level 
of support for rail services in the region from Gulgong through Mudgee to Rylstone and Kandos. 
 
In establishing this Committee, Council has been supportive of receiving information and updates 
on the issue but has not communicated a clear position to the community on its support for 
passenger rail, light freight, heavy freight and the circumstances by which Council (and the 
community) would be supportive of these initiatives.  
 
At the Rail Committee meeting, there was a request for the Mayor to provide a letter of support to 
Mudgee Region Rail Inc regarding Council’s support for the re-opening of the rail line for 
passenger services. Should Council support this request this should be added to the resolution. 
 
There was a request from the Rail Committee to discuss using rail as part of the Bowdens Silver 
Mine transport strategy. 
 
The Rail Committee has also asked for the Mudgee Region Rail Committee to provide content for 
Council’s Community News publication. Again, it would be useful for staff to have a clear position 
from Council on the re-establishment of rail services in order to facilitate this request. 
 
There is a concern that the Committee has been established as a parallel Committee to the 
separate Mudgee Region Rail Inc and this does not necessarily provide opportunities for differing 
perspectives on the issue of the use of the rail line to be raised at the Rail Committee meetings.  
 
For example, there are some in the community who have expressed interest in the rail corridors 
being used for cycling and walking recreation purposes. Also, there may be community members 
who are landowners alongside the rail corridor who may be less keen on rail services being re-
established. 
 
The establishment of these two separate but similar committees also means that it can be hard to 
distinguish when Committee members are speaking in the media and the community on behalf of 
Council’s Rail Committee or on behalf of Mudgee Region Rail Inc. 
 
It is recommended that Council undertake their own consultation with the community on the issue 
of use of the railway lines prior to determining a more precise position or establishing clear support 
for the re-instatement of services on the lines and acting further on the requests of the Mudgee 
Region Rail Inc. It is also worth noting that the future use (or not) of the railway line is not within 
Council’s responsibility so it may happen (or not happen) regardless of Council’s position on the 
matter. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Good communications and engagement 
Strategy Encourage community access and participation in Council decision making 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Code of Conduct 
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Legislation 
Section 355 of the Local Government Act (1993) 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
In considering the proposals from the Rail Committee, Council should determine whether there are 
any risks associated with taking this as a course of action for Council or whether further community 
consultation would be appropriate. 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

26 June 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Rail Committee Meeting Minutes May 25 2023.   

2. 2023 Mudgee Region Rail Update No. 2.   
3. Completing Significant Loops Appendix 1.   
4. Terms of Reference - Rail Committee - May 2022 - proposed change June 

2023.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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