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8.4 Policy Review - Events Assistance 
REPORT BY THE EVENTS COORDINATOR  
TO 21 JUNE 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOV4000087 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Events Coordinator on the Policy Review - Events 

Assistance; 

2. place the revised Events Assistance Policy on public exhibition for 28 days; and 

3. adopt the Events Assistance Policy if no submissions are received. 
 

Executive summary 
The existing Events Assistance Policy has been reviewed and proposed amendments are 
suggested as part of Council’s ongoing policy review program. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Events Assistance Program is designed to assist community events which benefit the local 
economy and attract visitors to the region. The majority of the proposed changes to the Events 
Assistance Policy are to assist applicants receive funding to aid in the delivery of their events and 
ensure their longevity in the region.  Suggested changes to the policy are as follows:  

• Increase maximum amount of funding for cash or in-kind funding from $2,500 to $3,000. 
The recommendation is being made as the cost of hosting events has gone up. This 
increase will ensure that the region can continue to be attractive to event organisers; 

• Reduce the scores required in Local and Community/Volunteer Participation in Event. The 
current number make it very hard for the small towns and villages in our region with smaller 
populations to score; 

• Note changes to the figures in the Economic Activity Generated from Events to be in line 
with current data - Number of visitors to the region if multi-day $657 (previously $373) or 
$104 (previously $107) if single day; and 

• Update the total scores to be reflective of the increase in maximum funding of $3,000. 
 
All proposed changes to the Events Assistance Policy are shown as “track changes” on the copy of 
the Policy attached.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Building a Strong Local Economy 
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Goal An attractive business and economic environment 
Strategy Promote the region as a great place to live, work, invest and visit 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Applications for Events Assistance are required to have clear linkages to the Community Plan 
Towards 2040 outcomes. This includes promoting the region as a great place to live, work, invest 
and visit. By supporting events that provide opportunities for local and visitor attendance, this 
stimulates visitation and provides social and economic benefits to the region. 
 
Council Policies 
Events Assistance Policy – applicants are required to meet the eligibility criteria of the policy 
including attracting visitors to the region. 
 
Legislation 
The Local Government Act 1993, Section 356, states: (1) a council may, in accordance with a 
resolution of the council, contribute money or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for 
the purpose of exercising its functions. 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
If Council does not support this policy, there is risk that events that would have been supported by 
the Events Assistance Policy may not eventuate or are held at another location. This creates risk of 
lost economic benefits to the Mid-Western Region.  
 
 
JOANNA LINDSAY 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

18 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Events Assistance Policy.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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