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11.5 Art Collection Policy 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER, COMMUNITY & CULTURAL SERVICES  
TO 21 JUNE 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, REC800049 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Community & Cultural Services on the Art 

Collection Policy; 

2. place the Art Collection Policy on exhibition for 28 days to seek feedback from 
the community; and 

3. adopt the reviewed Art Collection Policy if no submissions are received during 
the exhibition period. 

 
 
Executive summary 
Council’s Art Collection Policy was last endorsed by Council in 2017 and is now due for review. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council’s interests in arts and cultural activities have expanded since the last reiteration of this 
policy, including the opening of arts facilities, such as the Mudgee Arts Precinct and its 
accompanying Cultural Workshop site.   
The following are the significant updates in the attached draft policy: 

1. Reference to Council’s Cultural Development Committee has been removed. This 
Committee has been considered redundant now Council has its own cultural staff. 

2. Reference is made specifically to the fact that Mudgee Arts Precinct is not intended to be 
an acquisitive facility (but may consider acquiring art from time to time having regard to a 
number of listed factors). 

3. The policy discusses reasons why Council’s ownership of artworks may be de-
accessioned. 

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Meet the diverse needs of the community and create a sense of belonging 
Strategy Support arts and cultural development across the region 
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Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Mudgee Arts Precinct Strategic Plan – The strategic plan specifically does not recognise the Art 
Precinct’s collection as acquisitive. 
 
Council Policies 
Council’s Disposal of Assets Policy should be read in conjunction with this policy when considering 
the de-accessioning of certain works of art.  
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
For those limited circumstances where Council considers acquiring artworks, consideration needs 
to be had to suitable options for the display, insurance and preservation of the works, as well as 
any storage requirements (if relevant). 
  
 
FIONA SHEARMAN 
MANAGER, COMMUNITY & CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

17 May 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. DRAFT Art Collection Policy (with tracking).    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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