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Item 0: Office of the General Manager 

L.1 Urgent Business Without Notice - Coalition of Regional Energy 
Mayors 

REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
TO 24 MAY 2023 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, GOR500040 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Urgent Business Without
Notice - Coalition of Regional Energy Mayors;

2. endorse the formation of the Coalition of Regional Energy Mayors; and

3. allocate $5,000 for membership of the Coalition of Regional Energy Mayors to be
funded from existing budget.

Executive summary 
Mid-Western Regional Council Mayor has been invited to join the Coalition of Regional Energy 
Mayors (CoREM). This Coalition is a coordinated group of LGAs that are hosting current and future 
renewable projects in Renewable Energy Zones.  

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 

Detailed report 
The imposition of a Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) on a Local Government Area (LGA) is having a 
significant impact.  

As stated in the letter from Mayor Sam Coupland from Armidale Regional Council: 
To date, LGAs have not been sufficiently engaged or consulted by state government bodies such 
as the Energy Corporation, Department of Planning & Environment or the renewable energy 
proponents, yet we are the ones who will bear the social and financial burden. 

By joining together as a coordinated group of LGAs hosting renewables projects we will benefit by 
sharing information of what works and what does not. We will have greater clout in terms of 
lobbying government and government departments. Most importantly, by adopting a coordinated 
approach, we will be better able to shape the way renewable energy proponents operate in our 
LGAs. 
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The Terms of Reference for the Coalition of Regional Energy Mayors (CoREM) is also included 
with this report for Council’s consideration. It is expected that Mayors and General Managers from 
the member Councils will attend regular meetings and a membership fee of $5,000 has been set 
by the Coalition to assist in the coordination of this important group. 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Protecting Our Natural Environment 
Goal Live in a clean and environmentally sustainable way 
Strategy Support programs that create environmental awareness and promote sustainable 

living 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 

Council Policies 
Not Applicable  

Legislation 
Not Applicable 

Financial implications 
Membership fee for the Coalition of Regional Energy Mayors is to be funded from the existing 
budget. 

Associated Risks 
Nil 

 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
  

22 May 2023 

Attachments: 1. Invitation to MWRC Mayor Des Kennedy to Join the Coalition of Energy 
Mayors - 18 May 2023. 

2. Terms of Reference for Coalition of Regional Energy Mayors -CoREM April
2023.

APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 

BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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