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11.3 Library Collection Development Policy 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES  
TO 15 MARCH 2023 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400103, F0620008 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Library Services on the Collection Development 

Policy; 

2. place the Collection Development Policy on exhibition for 28 days to seek 
feedback from the community; and 

3. adopt the Collection Development Policy if no submissions are received during 
the exhibition period. 

 
 
Executive summary 
Mid-Western Regional Council Library has been operating under a Collection Development Strategy 
last updated in June 2014. As expected, many changes have occurred during this time and the need 
for an updated and revised Collection Development Policy is imperative. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The purpose of a Collection Development Policy is to provide guidance, within budgetary and space 
limitations, for the informed and timely selection and evaluation of library materials that support our 
library’s mission: 

to provide the residents of the Mid-Western Regional Council local government area with 
a comprehensive, current, visually inviting and accessible library service, enabling  
them to meet their information, recreation, education and cultural needs. 

 
This dynamic document outlines collection building standards, strategies and guidelines for the 
purpose, content, growth and development of Mid-Western Regional Council Library’s collections, 
which include:  

• Adult Fiction, Non-Fiction and Large Print 
• ESL/Core Literacy 
• Children’s Picture Books, Board Books, Beginner, Easy Reader, Junior Fiction, Junior 

Non-Fiction, Young Adult, Graphic Novels, Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
• Multimedia – Audio, Young Adult Audio, Junior Audio, DVD, Children’s DVD’s 
• Magazines and Newspapers  
• Local and Family History, State Library of NSW Specialist Collections, Children’s 

Services Resources 
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• Book Group Kits, Resource Kits, Tabletop Games and Puzzles, Staff Reference and 
Work Resources, Moolarben Chinese Collection. 

 
This Collection Development Policy seeks to provide a framework for the continued development of 
the Library’s collections, guide staff in item selection and retention, and inform the community of the 
principles upon which selections and collection management decisions are made. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal A safe and healthy community 
Strategy Maintain the provision of high quality, accessible community services that meet the 

needs of our community 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Delivery Program 2022/23–2025/26  
Operational Plan 2022/23 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Not Applicable 
 
 
 

RACHEL GILL 
MANAGER LIBRARY SERVICES 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

1 March 2023 
 
Attachments: 1. Collection Development Policy.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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