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Item 7: Office of the General Manager 
 
 

7.1 Delegation of Authority General Manager / December 2022 - 
January 2023 

REPORT BY THE GOVERNANCE CO-ORDINATOR  
TO 14 DECEMBER 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, A0230005 

   
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Governance Co-ordinator on the Delegation of Authority 

General Manager / December 2022 - January 2023; and 
 

2. suspend the operation of the exclusions listed in Part 4 of the General Manager’s 
Delegations of Authority for the period 1 December 2022 to 31 January 2023. 

 

Executive summary 
The last Ordinary Council Meeting of the year occurs 14 December 2022, with the next Ordinary 
Council Meeting to be held 15 February 2023. The recommended actions to suspend the delegation 
exclusions is to minimise disruptions of Planning and Development decisions during the December 
/ January 2023 period.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The last Ordinary Council Meeting of the year occurs 14 December 2022, with the next Ordinary 
Meeting to be held on 15 February 2023. This means that in instances where development 
applications, or Council Memos have to be referred to Council for decisions of development 
applications, there could be delays of up to 2 months without suspension of the existing Delegation 
Exclusions. 
 
This would be unreasonable, and Council could be challenged in the Land and Environment Court, 
for deemed refusal of an application, which is 40 days.   
 
To avoid these delays, and possible legal challenges it is prudent to temporarily amend the General 
Manager’s delegations such that decisions on development applications can still be made during 
December and January.  
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Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide accountable and transparent decision-making for the community 

 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Delegations & Authorisations Policy 
General Manager Delegation of Authority 
 
Legislation 
Local Government Act 1993 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
Mitigate the risks of legal actions against Council for delayed Development decisions that may be 
challenged in the Land & Environment Court. 
 
 
 

ASHLEIGH MARSHALL 
GOVERNANCE CO-ORDINATOR 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

17 November 2022 
 
Attachments: 1. Delegation of Authority for the General Manager.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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