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11.4 Request for Sponsorship - Macquarie Home Stay 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 19 OCTOBER 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, COS3000010 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Macquarie Home Stay 

Sponsorship Request; 

2. note the positive contribution made by Macquarie Home Stay to residents of the 
Mid-Western Region; and  

3. provide financial assistance of $55,000 (including GST) to Macquarie Home Stay 
to be funded from unrestricted cash. 

Executive summary 
This report seeks support from Council to provide financial assistance to Macquarie Home Stay 
Dubbo, provider of regional patient and family accommodation at Dubbo Hospital. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
As noted in the request for support letter, Macquarie Home Stay is a provider of regional patient and 
family accommodation at Dubbo Hospital.  
 
Many of those supported with discounted accommodation are patients and families from the Mid-
Western Regional Council area. Overall, 16.1% of patients who stay at Macquarie Home Stay come 
from our local government area. 
 
The ability to access accommodation close to the hospital is a major consideration and stress for 
patients and families. Macquarie Home Stay also offers accommodation at a significantly reduced 
rate and this assists in keeping costs down for patients and families receiving treatment. 
 
At times, accommodation in Dubbo can be difficult to source and it is important for families from our 
region that services such as this are available to assist in patient care. 
 
Macquarie Home Stay have embarked upon an ambitious program to increase accommodation 
capacity. The next accommodation area will provide an additional 26 units for individuals and 
families. This is a vital expansion as the occupancy rate is essentially 100% and, as noted in local 
media reports, Macquarie Home stay is having to turn away, on average, approximately 3 bookings 
a day. 
 
There are a range of sponsorship opportunities for Council to consider and these are included with 
the report. Sponsorship of the Lounge area for all visitors is one possible option and this is valued at 
$55,000 (including GST).  
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This is an important service being provided adjacent to the Dubbo Hospital. Council sponsorship of 
this expansion of the facility will be of great benefit to many Mid-Western families for many years to 
come. 
 
It is noted that this item could have been presented to Council via the Community Grants Program 
Policy. Under this Policy, the cap on funding support from Council would be $25,000 and this may 
be the decision that Council determines to make. However, as it is a project of significant scale and 
community importance, a higher amount is recommended to Council for consideration. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Meet the diverse needs of the community and create a sense of belonging 
Strategy Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 

 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Strategic Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Community Grants Program Policy 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
This report seeks a commitment from unrestricted cash of $55,000. This would be a one-off payment 
in the 2022/23 financial year. 
 

Budget Year Operating 
Performance Ratio 

Own Source 
Revenue 

Building & 
Infrastructure 

Renewal 

2022/23   - - 

Future Years - - - 
 
Associated Risks 
Macquarie Home Stay have a proven track record of providing this service and the provision of 
financial assistance is determined to be relatively low risk as a part of ensuring that this project is 
successful and that the benefit to those in our community that need our help are assisted through 
the project. 
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SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

29 September 2022 
 
Attachments: 1. 20220927 - Mid Western Regional Council suppport request.   

2. 20220111 - Sponsorship of facility and prospectus - stage 2 oncology 
sponsorship opportunities.   

3. Summary expansion plans.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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