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9.4 Realignment of Part of Henry Lawson Drive Home Rule 
REPORT BY THE PROPERTY OFFICER  
TO 21 SEPTEMBER 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, GOV400043, R4013001 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Officer on the Realignment of Part of Henry 

Lawson Drive Home Rule be received; 

2. note Council’s previous report and resolution at its Ordinary Meeting on 17 June 
2015 to consider the realignment of those sections of Henry Lawson Drive by the 
opening and dedication of a public road over allotments 1 and 2  (Plan “A”) and to 
proceed with the formalisation procedures in relation to the closing of those parts 
of Henry Lawson Drive, being allotments 3 and 4, as cited in the report of 17 June 
2015 and appended to this Report as Attachment 1; 

3. note that there were no objections received during the notice period; and 

4. authorises the closure of those parts of Henry Lawson Drive being allotments 3 
and 4, as cited in the report of 17 June 2015 and appended to this Report as 
Attachment 1. 

Executive summary 
The purpose of this Report is to notify Council that there were no objections to the realignment that 
was completed on Part of Henry Lawson Drive at the Home Rule Bridge over Cooyal Creek between 
2004 and 2005. 
 

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 

Detailed report 
At the 17 June 2015 Ordinary Meeting, Council received a report on a proposal to formalise the 
realignment of Part of Henry Lawson Drive Home Rule. The report is appended as Attachment 1.  
Henry Lawson Drive was realigned between 2004 and 2005 where it crosses Cooyal Creek at the 
new Home Rule Bridge. Through negotiations with the affected property owner, the matter entailed 
Council formalising a road opening over parts of the property known as "Old Gulgong" in conjunction 
with the closure of sections of Henry Lawson Drive road reserve that were to be transferred to the 
affected property owner as part of the agreed compensation. The formal road closure and road 
dedication processes however, were not commenced at the time of the road realignment 
construction in 2004/2005.   
Council resolved to formalise the realignment of those sections of Henry Lawson Drive by the 
opening and dedication of a public road over allotments 1 and 2 as cited in proposed plan "A" detailed 
in the 2015 Council Report (as attached) and; to proceed with the formalisation procedures in relation 
to the closing of those parts of Henry Lawson Drive, being allotments 3 and 4 as cited in proposed 
plan "A"; and authorised the General Manager and Mayor to sign all documentation, where 
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necessary, in relation to the proposed closure and subsequent transfer of the closed road to 
Council ownership. 
The road closing process is governed by the Roads Act 1993 (s 38). Part of the process requires 
Council to advertise, for a period of 28 days, the intention to close a road to allow for any submissions 
and objections from the public to be received. Council is then required to consider all submissions 
and objections and take any action to resolve any objections. 
Council advertised the intention to close the road in the Friday 20 May 2022 edition of the Mudgee 
Guardian. The proposal was also advertised on Council’s website.  
Notifications were sent to all notifiable authorities. No objections were received. Council will therefore 
proceed with formal closure of the road and the land, upon closure, will be transferred to the adjoining 
land owner in compensation for the area required for road opening. 
 

Community Plan implications 
Theme Connecting Our Region 
Goal High quality road network that is safe and efficient 
Strategy Provide traffic management solutions that promote safer local roads and minimise 

traffic congestion 
 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable  
 
Legislation 
Roads Act 1993 
 

Financial implications 
The road closure process will be funded from current 2022/2023 Rural Sealed Roads Land Matters 
budget  
  
Associated Risks 
The road realignment was completed in 2004 to 2005 period. If the road realignment is not 
formalised, that part of a sealed Council road will remain within privately owned land. 
 
 
LILIAN MUKWEWA MUTYIRI 
PROPERTY OFFICER 

NEIL BUNGATE 
ACTING CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

  

24 August 2022 
 
Attachments: 1. 2015 Council Report on Realignment of Part of Henry Lawson Drive at Home 

Rule.    
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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