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8.6 Community Participation Plan - Amendment 1 (Public 
Exhibition) 

REPORT BY THE MANAGER, PLANNING  
TO 17 AUGUST 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, LAN900106 

    
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager, Planning on the Community Participation 

Plan - Amendment 1 (Public Exhibition); 

2. endorse and publicly exhibit the proposed amendments to the Mid-Western 
Regional Community Participation Plan (CPP) outlined in this report, pursuant 
to Part 2, Division 2.6 and Schedule 1 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979; and 

3. receive a further report following conclusion of the public exhibition period to 
consider any submissions received, or if at the end of the public exhibition 
period, no submissions are received, adopt the changes to the CPP as 
proposed. 

 

Executive summary 
Mid-Western Regional Council’s Community Participation Plan (CPP) outlines how Council will notify 
the community regarding development and other matters prescribed by the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act), allowing the community to access, participate and provide 
feedback. Following feedback from members of the public and changes in legislation by the NSW 
Government, the following amendments to the CPP are proposed: 

• Remove newspaper advertisement requirement from the CPP completely. 
• Expand neighbour notification to include applications where there are works to a heritage 

item. 
• Stipulate a mandatory condition for dwelling applications to give adjoining neighbours 

notification 2 days prior to construction. 
• Other minor administrative updates. 

 
If endorsed, the draft CPP Amendment 1 will be placed on public exhibition for 28 days in accordance 
with the EP&A Act (as amended). 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
On 17 April 2020, the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 (EP&A Regs) was 
amended removing the requirement to publish notices and documents in the ‘local newspaper’, 
instead requiring publication online. This is in relation to planning matters stipulated by the EP&A 
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Regulations such as DCPs, State Significant Development, EIS etc. The impetus for this change is 
the general decline in print media and a trend towards online/digital media. 
 

“Outdated provisions in the EP&A Regulation required planning authorities to notify the 
public of various planning matters through local newspapers. There is a broader industry 
trend away from hardcopy to digital media. Local newspapers have been transitioning to 
online-only delivery, often with a paywall, or suspending publication entirely.” 

(NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment) 
 
Council is seeking to amend the CPP to better reflect print media trends, reduce cost to developers, 
improve approval times and to align with the legislation.  
 
Current CPP Exhibition Requirements 
Development can be placed into one of three categories, which determines what type of public 
consultation occurs, being:  

1. No public exhibition required – exempt (small scale minor development), 
2. Neighbour notification – letters sent to adjoining property owners (Cost $83), or 
3. Advertisement (includes neighbour notification) – advertisement placed in the Friday edition 

of the Mudgee Guardian (Cost $448). 
 
Proposed Changes to CPP 

• Newspaper advertisements 
Remove the requirement to place an advertisement in the newspaper, and replace with 
publication on Council’s website. This mirrors the change made by the NSW Government to 
go electronic and removes the $448 fee currently paid by the applicant. 
 
This change will also help reduce delays and improve efficiency. Online publication will allow 
the application to be notified within 24 hours of the application being lodged, as opposed to 
print media, where owing to the papers print cycle, there could be up to 10 days delay.  
 
Online publication also allows Council to better communicate information about an 
application with the community. Reports, plans and other documentation associated with an 
application can be uploaded on to Council’s website for immediate viewing by members of 
the public. This is contrasted with Council’s current approach, where customers must come 
into Council to view application material. 
 
Excluding exempt applications, all applications will therefore be neighbour notified and 
published online on Council’s website. 
 
Note: Council has been placing applications on its website since May 2021 as an initiative by 
staff. This amendment will ensure that this practice becomes a requirement and will help 
standardise the process for all applications. 

 
• Types of development requiring notification 

It is proposed that neighbour notification be expanded to include all works to a heritage item, 
regardless of the development being residential, commercial or industrial. This will ensure 
the community has an opportunity to provide comments and reflect Council’s commitment to 
“respect and enhance the historic character of our Region and heritage value of our towns”. 

 
Other minor changes 
The CPP currently includes the minimum exhibition timeframes for plans and applications as 
mandated by Schedule 1 of the EP&A Act. It is proposed that nominated integrated development be 
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added as a document type in the table to reflect the statutory minimum exhibition period of 28 days 
and provide clarity to readers of the CPP.  
 
Updating references to new legislation, and removing old references. Deletion of reference to 
transitional arrangements with notification requirements contained in the DCP – now deleted.  
 
Note: This is not a change to current practice but simply an administrative addition to ensure the 
CPP comprehensively reflects Schedule 1 of the EP&A Act. 
 
Public exhibition 
All changes proposed have been made in red throughout the draft CPP document included as 
Attachment 1. 
 
The draft CPP Amendment 1 is required to be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days to 
enable submissions from the community in response to the proposed amendments. 
 
A further report will then be prepared and presented to Council for final adoption. However, if no 
submissions are received, the proposed changes will be adopted as presented immediately at the 
conclusion of the public exhibition period. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Good communications and engagement 
Strategy Encourage community access and participation in Council decision making 

 

Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Nil 
 
Council Policies 
The report is presented to consider an amendment to the Mid-Western Regional Community 
Participation Plan.  
 
Legislation 
The amendment to the CPP is being undertaken in accordance with Part 2, Division 2.6 and 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
 
Financial implications 
Not Applicable 
 
Associated Risks 
If Council does not wish to proceed with the Draft Community Participation Plan – Amendment 1, 
the risk is that there will continue to be an unnecessary financial burden on the applicant, current 
delays as a result of newspaper deadlines and the community will not have an opportunity to 
comment on development involving a heritage item or variations to development standards. 
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LINDSAY DUNSTAN 
MANAGER, PLANNING 
 

ALINA AZAR 
DIRECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 

  

27 October 2020 
 
 
Attachments: 1. Amendment to CPP.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
 



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 136 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 137 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 138 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 139 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 140 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 141 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 142 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 143 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 144 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 145 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 146 

 

 

  



MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING – 17 AUGUST 2022 
REPORT 8.6 – ATTACHMENT 1 147 

 

 

 


