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Item 10: Operations 
 
 

10.1 Floodplain Risk Management Committee 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR OPERATIONS  
TO 17 AUGUST 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, SEW200053 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Operations on the Floodplain Risk Management 

Committee; 

2. reinstate the Mid-Western Regional Council Floodplain Risk Management 
Committee as an advisory body to Council; and 

3. appoint Cr ______________ and Cr ______________ as Council delegates to the 
Mid-Western Regional Floodplain Risk Management Committee. 

Executive summary 
The establishment of a Floodplain Risk Management Committee (FRM) by Council is part of the 
formal steps in the Floodplain Risk Management Process. With the review of the Mudgee Flood 
Study completed and the subsequent review of the Floodplain Risk Management Plan and Study 
commencing, the formation of the Committee is a requirement of the NSW Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment (DPE) guidelines.  The Committee is an advisory committee to Council 
and will operate under a Terms of Reference (Attachment A).  
 
Committee membership shall comprise of: 

• Councillors – 2 
• Local SES Controller or nominee 
• Representative of the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
• Community representatives – up to 2 who have an interest in local catchment flooding issues 

or community representation 
• Planning staff - 1 from development assessment and 1 from strategic planning 
• Operations staff – Director of Operations and Manager Infrastructure Planning.  

 
Council has previously had such a committee in the past and had ex Councillor Holden as the 
nominated representative.   
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
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Detailed report 
Councils in NSW are obligated to develop and implement floodplain risk management plans in 
accordance with the NSW DPE guidelines as set out in the Floodplain Development Manual 2005. 
The guidelines stipulate the formation of a floodplain risk management committee (FRM Committee) 
that makes recommendations to Council.  

The principle objective of the FRM Committee is to assist Council to undertake studies and develop 
the Flood Risk Management Plan for the study area, and provide advice on priorities for 
implementation.  Once the committee has completed the prime task of developing and FRM plan 
and implementation strategy, and the council has adopted these, implementation falls back to council 
or the responsible authority as part of activities under the FRM framework.  
 
The Committee acts as both a focus group and forum for the discussion of technical, social, 
economic, environmental and cultural issues and for the distillation of possibly differing viewpoints 
on these issues into a management plan. The DPE guidelines suggest that Committee membership 
should be comprised of elected members of Council, Council staff from engineering, planning and 
environmental disciplines, local community representatives, representatives of relevant industry 
bodies, DPE officers and a representative from the SES. The Committee does not have any formal 
powers, rather is an advisory committee with the principal objective to assist the Council in the 
development and implementation of the management plan for the area(s) under its jurisdiction.   
 
The Committee provides important links to state agencies, key stakeholders and the community. 
 
The establishment of a Floodplain Risk Management Committee by Council is a step in the 
Floodplain Risk Management Process. To form the Committee it is recommended that 2 delegates 
be appointed from Council. Council Officers will write to OEH and SES requesting a representative 
be nominated as members of the Committee.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Government 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide accountable and transparent decision making for the community 

 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Mudgee Flood Study – forms a component of the Flood Risk Management framework 
 
Council Policies 
Nil 
 
Legislation 
NSW DPIE – Flood Prone Land Policy 
NSW DPIE Floodplain Development Manual 
 
Financial implications 
There are no direct financial implications in the formation of the FRM Committee for staff, consultants 
or community volunteers.  The consultants who provide advice to the committee are engaged to 
undertake the Flood Risk Management Study and Plan and meetings are included in the technical 
brief.  Community participation is voluntary.   
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Associated Risks 
Formation of the committee is a requirement of both the funding deed with DPIE and is a key principle 
in the sustainable governance arrangements for the Flood Risk Management process.  Not 
establishing such a committee provides risks around strategic FRM planning, consultation and links 
to relevant agencies that provide valuable input to the FRM process. 
 
 
 

JULIAN GEDDES 
DIRECTOR OPERATIONS 
 

 

  

2 August 2022 
 
Attachments: 1. Terms of Reference.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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