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12.3 Rail Committee Minutes 12 May 2022 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 15 JUNE 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, TRA300009 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Rail Committee Minutes 12 

May 2022; 

2. endorse the minutes of the Rail Committee Meeting 12th May 2022; 

3. endorse the Terms of Reference for the Rail Committee; and 

4. seek and facilitate a meeting with the relevant Ministers regarding the future 
potential for use of the Mudgee and Oberon rail lines. 

 
Executive summary 
This report is to advise Council of the matters given consideration at the meeting of the Rail 
Committee held on 12 May 2022.  
 
The members of the Rail Committee has a focus of re-instating the 89km rail line between Rylstone 
and Gulgong for passenger rail, light freight and tourism opportunities. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
At the meeting on 2 February 2022, Council endorsed the formation of a Rail Committee. The public 
were invited to be members of the Committee and these members were endorsed at the April Council 
meeting. 
 
The Committee held its first meeting on 12 May 2022 and this report provides the minutes to Council 
for their information. 
 
One of the main tasks was to establish a Terms of Reference which needs to be supported by 
Council. This is provided to Council for endorsement. 
 
The Committee have also recommended two other actions for Council to consider. The first is to 
seek a meeting with the relevant Ministers regarding the future of the rail line through the region. 
This is supported by staff with the condition that Council is supportive of the proposed Terms of 
Reference. 
 
The second action is to seek to establish a multi-Council Committee (“a Tablelands Rail Committee”) 
that would examine potential uses of the line from the Armidale region through to Oberon. This is 
not supported by staff at this stage as it is felt that further direction would be required from the State 
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Government and relevant agencies on what is possible or may be possible in the future. However, if 
Council is of a mind to support this recommendation from the Committee a further part of the 
resolution could be added such as: 
 

That Council…….engage with all other Councils between Oberon and Armidale regarding the 
potential future uses of the rail lines for light freight with the aim of establishing a Tablelands 
Rail Committee 

 
With the Terms of Reference, it is important that Council considers this carefully. By accepting the 
Terms of Reference, Council is signalling to the community that they are supportive of lobbying 
actions that would be culminate in the reinstatement of passenger and light freight activity on the rail 
line. While there is some support in the community for a return of passenger rail services, there have 
been no indications at this stage that this is a likely outcome in the foreseeable future. It is also worth 
noting the increasing number of residential properties that have been built within close distance of 
the railway corridor over the past twenty years. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal Good communications and engagement 
Strategy Encourage community access and participation in Council decision making 

 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Code of Conduct 
 
Legislation 
Section 355 of the Local Government Act (1993) 
 
Financial implications 
Nil 
 
Associated Risks 
In considering the Terms of Reference for this Committee, Council should determine whether there 
are any risks associated with accepting this as a course of action for Council, whether further 
community consultation would be appropriate and whether it fits within the body of work expressed 
to the community through the Community Plan. 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

30 May 2022 
 
Attachments: 1. Rail Committee Minutes May 12 2022.   
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2. Mid-Western Regional Council Rail Committee Terms of Reference - May 
2022.   

3. Mudgee Region Rail Inc Proposal.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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