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Item 11: Community 
 
 

11.1 Business Use of Footpath Policy Review 
REPORT BY THE GOVERNANCE COORDINATOR  
TO 20 APRIL 2022 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400088, A0420120, GOV400098 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Governance Coordinator on the Business Use of 

Footpath Policy Review Policy review ; 

2. place the revised Business Use of Footpath Policy on public exhibition for 28 days 
; and 

3. adopt the revised Business Use of Footpath Policy if no submissions are received.  

 
Executive summary 
Council currently has 86 active business use of footpath permits consisting of businesses promoting 
goods for sale with footpath displays, cafes serving meals into defined seating arrangements on the 
footpath and licenced premises also extending their licence to access the footpath space. Short tern 
permits are also issued for busking and community charities conducting fundraising activities.  
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The policy changes recommended include; 
 

• Maps defining the streets where the Policy applies are annexures to the policy 
• Streets with parallel parking will have the pedestrian clearway 1.8 metres from the gutter and 

goods/table & chairs against the building 
• Fees and Charges will change removing the annual renewal fee and be payable on 

application, no debtor accounts. 
• Evidence of Public Liability insurance will be mandated, permits will lapse without evidence 

of insurance currency 
• Barricades to define dining areas of the footpath are mandated the same way licenced areas 

are barricaded 
• Temporary use permits for community engagement events are now included 
• Council will inform permit holders 2 months prior to the 5th year expiry of their permit that to 

maintain continuity they must reapply 
• Tear drop flags have not been included awaiting public exhibition 
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• Amplified music will be approved using mobile amplifiers (no power cables) up to a maximum 
of 72dB. 

 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within the Region 

 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Mobile Vending & Street Trading Policy 
Public Seating and Footpaths Policy 
Disability Inclusion Action Plan 
Pedestrian Access & Mobility Plan 
 
Legislation 
Roads Act 
 
Financial implications 
Not applicable  
 
Associated Risks 
Public Liability risks arising from business use of footpaths are addressed by the policy. 
 
 

TIM JOHNSTON 
GOVERNANCE COORDINATOR 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

7 October 2021 
 
Attachments: 1. Reviewed policy - Business Use of the Footpath.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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