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4.5 Councillor casual vacancies within 18 months of the election 
REPORT BY THE GOVERNANCE COORDINATOR  
TO 12 JANUARY 2022 EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400098, GOV400015, GOV400098 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Governance Coordinator on the matter of Councillor 

casual vacancies within 18 months of the election;  

2. in accordance with section 291A of the Local Government Act 1993 declare that 
casual vacancies occurring in the office of a councillor within 18 months of the 
election are to be filled by a countback of votes cast at the election or; 

3. in accordance with section 291 of the Local Government Act 1993 a casual 
vacancy occurs in a civic office, the office is to be filled by a by-election.  
 
The resolution should select either 2 or 3 
 

Executive summary 
The legislative provision of s 291A if adopted must be resolved at the first meeting of the new Council. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The Office of Local Government circular 21-42 dated 24th December 2021 is attached confirming the 
actions required by Council at their first meeting. This report addresses the need for council to 
resolve to fill casual vacancies that arise with 18 months of the election using a count back if they 
want to fill casual vacancies by these means.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide strong representation for the community at Regional, State and Federal 

levels 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not Applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
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Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Council currently has a budget reserve balance for councillor election of $300k. The cost of the 12 
Dec 2021 election has not been billed by the Electoral Commission, it is estimated as being $225K. 
The cost of a By-Election is estimated as being $225K. 
 
Associated Risks 
There is a low public reputation risk that Council will consider in making this decision.  
 
 

TIM JOHNSTON 
GOVERNANCE COORDINATOR 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

  

15 December 2021 
 
Attachments: 1. OLG Circular 21-42 - Casual Vacancies.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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