
MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 04 AUGUST 2021  
REPORT 9.1 

 

83 
 
 
 

 

Item 9: Finance 
 
 

9.1 Naming of Roadside Rest Area in the Locality of Cudgegong 
REPORT BY THE PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER  
TO 04 AUGUST 2021 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400088, P23737, PAR300020 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Property Support Officer on the Naming of Roadside 

Rest Area in the Locality of Cudgegong; and 

2. support the name of Aunty Mary Hooker Rest Area and support the proposal to 
honour Aunty Mary Hooker as submitted in the confidential attachment. 

 
Executive summary 
Council received a submission for a place or road to be named in memory of Aunty Mary Hooker.  
After consultation with family members it was agreed to name the rest area on the Castlereagh 
Highway adjacent to the road leading to the Cudgegong Cemetery, in memory of Aunty Mary 
Hooker. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
Council received a submission for a place or road to be named in memory of Aunty Mary Hooker.  
After the location was selected, letters were sent to the immediate neighbours of the Rest Area on 
30/7/20 and advertised in the 7th August 2020 Mudgee Guardian.  Submissions closed on 28th 
August 2020 with 2 additional submission received.  However the two submissions, for Atkinson 
and Malone, were for a duplicated name and a name too close in similarity, that were already in 
use, Atkinson Street and Maloneys Road.  
 
The original submission for Aunty Mary Hooker Rest Area was presented in a Report to Council at 
the 16th September 2020 meeting.  As the submission related to an Aboriginal woman Council also 
liased with the Mudgee Local Aboriginal Land Council regarding the naming proposal. The MLALC 
did not support the naming of the reserve after a person believing it to be culturally appropriate to 
name places after topography, fauna and flora, geology, resources, events, use of place etc. 
However, wishing to acknowledge a worthy person, Council supported the name and an 
application was submitted to the Geographical Names Board (GNB) on 24th of November 2020.  To 
ensure all sides of the matter were represented the MLALC letter was included in the application. 
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The GNB is the authority for the naming of places and the proposal application went to their 9th 
March 2021 meeting where it was approved to be advertised for public comment.  The proposal 
was advertised in the Mudgee Guardian and on the GNB website from 16th April to 16th May 2021.  
During that period the GNB received one objection and the matter has now returned to Council for 
consideration. 
 
Objections to the GNB Proposals site are private / confidential and are not to be made public.  A 
copy of the objection will be provided to the Councillors as a separate Confidential attachment.  
Council has written to the objector and advised that the matter will go back to Council at this 
meeting to allow for them to provide any other information they wish to draw to Council’s attention.  
A response received 6th July has been included in the separate Confidential attachment. 
 
As part of the naming process Council supports submissions for Aboriginal names; names related 
to local history, including property names; the names of early explorers, pioneers, settlers and 
other eminent persons (not living); names from war and casuality lists; and thematic names such 
as flora, fauna or ships.  The worthiness of this particular submission is elaborated upon in the 
attached GNB application. 
 
The 6th July response from the objector has also raised another proposal to honour the life of Aunty 
Mary Hooker which is worthy of support.  This could be supported in addition to the naming of the 
rest area. 
 
It is recommended that Council support the naming of the rest area as Aunty Mary Hooker Rest 
Area and the proposal put forward in the 6th July letter. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Respect and enhance the historic character of our Region and heritage value of our 

towns 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Not applicable. 
 
Council Policies 
Road, Bridge & Place Naming Policy. 
 
Legislation 
Geographical Names Act, 1996 
Geographical Names Board of NSW Policy – Place Naming, 2019 
 
Financial implications 
Cost of signage is included in the 2021/22 Operational Plan 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil 
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CAROLYN ATKINS 
PROPERTY SUPPORT OFFICER 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

30 June 2021 
 
Attachments: 1. GNB Application.   

2. GNB Application Consultation document.   
3. Confidential Attachment. (Confidential - separately attached)     

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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