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9.6 Community Grants Program - June 2021 
REPORT BY THE MANAGER FINANCE  
TO 16 JUNE 2021 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400088, FIN3000159 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Manager Finance on the Community Grants Program - 

June 2021; and 

2. provide financial assistance to the following applications in accordance with the 
criteria and guidelines of the Community Grants Policy;  

Goolma Amenities Committee                    6,750  

Hargraves and District Progress Association Inc.                    6,310  
 

Executive summary 
This report considers requests for financial assistance under Council’s Community Grants Program 
Policy. 
 
Provision is made in Council’s Community Grants Program Policy to provide financial assistance to 
not-for-profit community-based organisations, groups and individuals that offer a significant 
contribution to community outcomes and goals as provided in the Towards 2030 Community Plan.  
 
All applications were first reviewed for eligibility and then assessed by a panel of three staff against 
the following criteria relative to the amount of funding requested:  
 

• Degree of benefit to the community aligned with the community plan  
• Level of consultation and collaboration with other local groups  
• Organisational capacity to deliver the program or project  

 
Even though an application meets the criteria it may be judged that there is not a significant 
enough benefit to the community in order to fund or fully fund the request. A summary of each 
application is shown below, together with panel recommendations. 
 
Applicant Project/Activity Funding 

Request 
$ 

Total 
Score 
out of 
9 

Recommended 
Amount $ 

Goolma Amenities Committee Replacement of lawn 
mower 

 4,000   7   6,750  

Hargraves and District Progress 
Association Inc. 

Replacement of lawn 
mower 

 12,619   7   6,310  

Total     13,060  
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Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The information provided below gives more detail on each application and the scoring against the 
policy criteria. Copies of all applications are provided as attachments to the report. 
 
 
Goolma Amenities Committee 
Goolma Amenities Committee requests $4,000 for Replacement of lawn mower. Goolma are in 
need of a new lawn mower to carryout open space maintenance activities. The Committee is 
seeking a small contribution from Council to allow this purchase to go ahead. 

Link to Community Plan:1.2.4 Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within 
the Region 1.3.1 Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 
community, 1.4.3 Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Capital Grants Category: Cap $25,000 or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is the lower. 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 6,750 - It is recommended to provide 50% of the capital cost based on the scoring, capital grants category 
and similarity to Hargraves & District Progress Association application. 

Hargraves and District Progress Association Inc. 
Hargraves and District Progress Association Inc. requests $12,619 for Replacement of lawn 
mower. As part of the Village Subsidy scheme, the Hargraves Progress Association carryout open 
space maintenance activities for the area. The Association is now in need of a new lawn mower to 
allow this arrangement to continue. 

Link to Community Plan:1.2.4 Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within 
the Region 1.3.1 Provide infrastructure and services to cater for the current and future needs of our 
community, 1.4.3 Provide equitable access to a range of places and spaces for all in the community 

COMMUNITY GRANT CATEGORY 

Capital Grants Category: Cap $25,000 or 50% of the total project cost, whichever is the lower. 

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                                                 

$ 6,310 

   

Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal An effective and efficient organisation 
Strategy Pursue efficiencies and ongoing business improvement 



 

276 MID-WESTERN REGIONAL COUNCIL  ORDINARY MEETING - 16 JUNE 2021 
REPORT 9.6 

 
 
 

 

 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
 
Not applicable 
 
Council Policies 
Recommendations are made under the Community Grants Program Policy.  
 
Legislation 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 Section 356 granting of financial assistance 
must be approved by a Council resolution.  
 
Financial implications 
Funding of $105,000 is provided in the Operational Plan for financial assistance. $84,997 has 
already been allocated, leaving a balance of $21,003. Based on the scoring system above, the 
recommendation of staff is to provide $13,060 in financial assistance. Should Council approve the 
recommendations in the report, a balance of $6,943 will remain. 
  
Associated Risks 
Not applicable. 
 
 

NEIL BUNGATE 
MANAGER FINANCE 
 

LEONIE JOHNSON 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

  

4 June 2021 
 
Attachments: 1. Community Grant Applications.    
 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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