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Biodiversity Values Map Review 

713 Black Springs Road, Budgee Budgee 

 

Summary 
The site at 713 Black Springs Road, Budgee Budgee, defined as the area subject to the request for 

remapping, was inspected on Tuesday 13th December 2022. The inspection was carried out by 

Christopher Botfield (Biodiversity Accredited Assessor (BAAS 18023), Bachelor Environmental 

Management) and Renae Hill (Graduate Diploma Environmental Management and candidate 

assessor). Data was collected on the exact location of the woody vegetation boundary (the desired 

Biodiversity Values Map (BVM) boundary) and assessment of site biodiversity values was undertaken 

using methodology outlined in the Biodiversity Assessment Method (BAM) 2020. A search of the 

online biodiversity database, Bionet Atlas was also completed (see attached information in  Appendix 

A). 
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Disclaimer: The purpose of this document is to provide details of site conditions as supporting 

evidence for a request concerning Biodiversity Values Map (BVM) boundary adjustment. Note 

however that this document has not been designed to satisfy any compliance obligations. 

Property Details 
Council Mid-Western Regional 

Location/Address 713 Black Springs Road, Budgee Budgee 

Lot and DP Lot 41, DP 755429 

Affiliate Indigenous Cultural 
Group 

Wiradjuri 

Tenure Freehold 

Land Zoning R5 Large Lot Residential 

Site latitude and longitude -32.4999;  149.6544 

 

 

Figure 1: Property location and Lot details. 

Site Map Review Request Foundations: 

➢ Vegetation in the area of concern, the site, is largely grass. 

➢ Historic imagery over previous 40 years shows majority grassland. 

➢ All trees in the area to be removed from the BVM are planted or have been managed. 

➢ Land zoning permits extensive agriculture - grazing, producing fodder crops, without 

consent. 

➢ Habitat for regent honey eater is non-existent in the area to be removed from the BVM with 

negligible prospect of regeneration under current land management practices. 
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Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) 
The BC Act sets out to conserve biodiversity at all levels consistent with the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development.  It seeks to ensure a consistent, scientifically sound methodology for the 
assessment of biodiversity and to offset the impact of development through a Biodiversity Offset 
Scheme (BOS).  Removing or disturbing vegetation for development, that is identified on the 
Biodiversity Values Map (BVM) immediately triggers entry into the BOS. 

 

Figure 2:  Managed vegetation across open areas of the property. 

 

Figure 3: Vegetation at the site, the proposed remapped area. 
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Site History 

Historical aerial images (section on Historical Imagery - below) of the last 40 years shows the site has 
been more of a grassland than a woodland. Images from 2017 show row crop activity in the adjacent 
area to the east and preceding 1990 a built structure is evident in the BVM area. Past images infer that 
the site has been a disturbed zone used for activities indicative of rural enterprise for many decades.  

Site Characteristics 

The applied assessment methodology was pedestrian survey of the site and floristic vegetation plot 

(20 m  by 20 m) as per BAM guidelines. The site consists of disturbed, derived grassland area with 

exotic trees and some juvenile (diameter at breast height (DBH) less than 5 cm) planted native trees. 

The site does not contain any mature Eucalyptus trees. The highest density green foliage patch, 

apparent from aerial imagery, shows the location of the exotic black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia) 

trees. Site visit information including floristic data, waypoints and photographs is collated in Appendix 

C. 

Floristic survey of the site indicated the coverage of native groundcover components was 38%, exotic 
ground cover species 20%, litter 29% and bare ground 9%. No native tree species were recorded in 
the floristic plot. Native tree and shrub species recorded at the site (but outside the floristic plot) were 
juvenile rough barked apple (Angophora floribunda) (9) and hickory wattle (Acacia implexa) (7). 

Comparison of the location and floristic composition details with known information about standard 
plant community types (PCTs) allows classification of site vegetation, further linking known 
information on possible threatened plant communities and species’ use of identified vegetation (from 
the BioNet Vegetation Classification database). Previous State vegetation mapping (available through 
the NSW Sharing and Enabling Environmental Data (SEED) database) showed the site was considered 
PCT 420 Red stringybark – rough barked apple (with or without Norton’s box) open forest. This PCT 
does not have associated threatened ecological communities (TECs) but does have an association with 
the regent honeyeater (Anthochaera phrygia). 

Using the floristic site data, the updated Eastern PCT was determined as PCT 3753 – Dunedoo 
Sandstone Ironbark-Pine forest, which is also listed as a like-for-like option related to PCT 420. The site 
(subject of the boundary adjustment request) exists in a derived grassland form, missing the typical 
middle and upper vegetation layers. 

This PCT does not have any associated TECs and also is not shown to have an association with the 
regent honeyeater. 

Threatened Species 
No threatened species have previously been recorded on the property. There are recorded sightings 

of the following threatened animals within a 10 km2 search frame around the property:  

• glossy black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami),   

• regent honeyeater (Anthochaera phrygia),  

• dusky woodswallow (Artamus cyanopterus cyanopterus),  

• hooded robin (Melanodryas cucullata cucullata),  

• spotted-tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus) and  

• grey-headed flying fox (Pteropus pollocephalus)  

(BioNet Atlas maps in Appendix A). Areas on the property are currently mapped on the Biodiversity 

Values Map (BVM) because mapped vegetation types are known to support the regent honeyeater. 
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Figure 5: Location points of area to remove from BVM. 
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Figure 6: Location of native woody vegetation, isolated individuals. 
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Historical Imagery 

The following images show the area of concern (subject of the remap request) over previous decades. 

 

Image date: 2021 
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Image date: 2017 
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Image date: 2003 
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Inset Historical Imagery, image date: 1990 
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Inset Historical imagery, image date: 1982
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2 Reduce 
population 

No individuals will be harmed. 
Breeding habitat is not present – no eucalypts, 
sheoaks, mature native trees or mistletoe exist 
at the site. 

No 

3 Impact on 
habitat 

There will be no change to existing site 
management – no additional clearing. 
There is no existing habitat suitable for the 
regent honeyeater. 
Fragmentation will not be exacerbated as the 
subject area is fringing vegetation that does not 
have suitable ecological characters to support 
habitat for native woodland birds. 
There will be no change to existing 
environmental conditions that would increase 
the advantage of aggressive honeyeaters, noisy 
miners or pied currawongs of the area to be re-
mapped. 

Unlikely 

4 Limited 
species 
response to 
habitat 
improvements, 
members not 
replaceable 

No individuals will be harmed. 
Breeding habitat is not present and will not be 
impacted – no eucalypts, sheoaks, mature 
native trees or mistletoes exist at the site. 

No 

 

Concluding Remarks 

Justification to support a review of the BVM boundary for the defined site has been provided in this 

document. Historical images show the site has not had continuous native woody vegetation in the last 

40 years and over time has been modified to some extent by farm activities. Analysis of the current 

site vegetation characteristics show that the assigned PCT does not have known associations with the 

critically endangered regent honeyeater. Furthermore the condition of the site means there are 

negligible habitat provisions for the regent honeyeater or other woodland birds, as a derived grassland 

with no eucalypts, mistletoes or other nectar producing native trees within the proposed remap area 

and no prospect of regeneration due to existing land management practices. 

Declaration 
This site assessment involved a site visit by Access Environmental Planning staff, recording 
site characteristics, GPS location details and appraisal of available online information relevant 
to the environmental aspects of the proposed BVM boundary adjustment area. To the best 
of my knowledge, the information contained in this report is neither false nor misleading. 

 

      
Christopher Botfield  
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Further Information 

Biodiversity Values Map tool https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-

plants/biodiversity-offsets-scheme/resources-tools-and-systems/biodiversity-map 

Bionet Atlas 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/atlaspublicapp/ui modules/atlas /atlassearch.aspx 

Bionet Vegetation Classification 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NSWVCA20PRapp/LoginPR.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fNSWVCA20P

Rapp%2fLogoutPR.aspx 

Flora NSW Online (www.plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au) and Flora of New South Wales (Vol 1-4, Harden 
1991-2002). 

NSW Government aerial imagery and other spatial data layers including contours, cadastre, etc. 

www.maps.six.nsw.gov.au 

NSW Planning Portal https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/ 

NSW Sharing and Enabling Environmental Data (SEED) 

https://geo.seed.nsw.gov.au/Public Viewer/index.html?viewer=Public Viewer&locale=en-AU 

 

 

 

Report Author: 

Name: Renae Hill 

Title: Project Manager – Access Environmental Planning 

Date: 23rd January 2023 

 

Reviewed by: 

Name: Tony Moody and Christopher Botfield 

Title: Project Officer and Principal – Access Environmental Planning 

Date: 24th January 2023 

 

Client review: 25th January 2023 

Final Document: 25th January 2023 
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Appendix A: Available Existing Information 

NSW  Planning Portal – Property Report 
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Bionet Atlas Search 
Threatened Species: 
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One record from the area in 1999. 
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Appendix B: Biodiversity Values Explanation Report (BVER) 
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. 
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Mobile Ph. 0429944430      Email: chris@accessep.com.au 27 

Appendix C: Site Visit Information – Waypoints, Floristics 

n  
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4 

Existing 
eastern BVM 
boundary 
looking west -32.50026 149.65460 749409 6401006 

 

5 

Desired 
western BVM 
boundary, 
looking west 
then east -32.50024 149.65435 749385 6401009    

6 5x Acacia -32.50027 149.65439 749389 6401006 
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7 

Existing 
southeast BVM 
boundary 
looking north -32.50050 149.65456 749404 6400980 

 

8 

Eastern BVM 
boundary, 
south east 
corner of area 
to remove -32.50065 149.65453 749401 6400963 

 

9 
Mature 
kurrajong -32.50066 149.65460 749407 6400962 
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10 

Desired BVM 
boundary 
looking west, 
then east -32.50066 149.65447 749394 6400962    

11 

Immature 
rough barked 
apple  -32.50050 149.65446 749394 6400980 

 

12 

Desired BVM 
boundary 
looking west, 
then east -32.50048 149.65444 749392 6400982    

13 
Rough barked 
apple juvenile -32.50025 149.65439 749389 6401007 

 



 

Mobile Ph. 0429944430      Email: chris@accessep.com.au 32 

14 

Desired BVM 
boundary 
looking west, 
then east -32.49992 149.65438 749389 6401045    

15 
Rough barked 
apple juvenile -32.49974 149.65450 749401 6401064 

 

16 Acacia juvenile -32.49969 149.65462 749412 6401070 
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17 
Juvenile rough 
barked apple  -32.49968 149.65462 749412 6401071 

 

18 

Desired BVM 
boundary 
looking west, 
then east -32.49968 149.65462 749412 6401071    

19 
Juvenile rough 
barked apple  -32.49961 149.65466 749416 6401078 

 

20 

Desired BVM 
boundary 
looking west, 
then east -32.49951 149.65471 749420 6401090    



 

Mobile Ph. 0429944430      Email: chris@accessep.com.au 34 

21 

2x juvenile 
rough barked 
apple – outside 
existing BVM -32.49971 149.65471 749420 6401067 

 

22 Orange tree -32.49984 149.65454 749404 6401053 
 

23 Yucca species -32.49982 149.65449 749399 6401055 
 

24 Black locust -32.49991 149.65455 749405 6401045 
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25 Black locust -32.49997 149.65456 749405 6401038 
 

26 Black locust -32.49999 149.65459 749408 6401037 
 

27 Acacia -32.50008 149.65455 749404 6401026 
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28 
Juvenile rough 
barked apple  -32.50024 149.65455 749404 6401009 

 

29 
Juvenile rough 
barked apple  -32.50027 149.65454 749402 6401005 

 

30 
Juvenile rough 
bark apple  -32.50030 149.65454 749402 6401002 
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31 

3x juvenile 
rough barked 
apple  -32.50032 149.65454 749403 6401000 

 

32 
Citrus tree 
planted -32.50010 149.65452 749401 6401024 

 

33 rubbish pile -32.50007 149.65452 749401 6401028 
 

34 rubbish pile -32.50003 149.65459 749407 6401032 
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35 rubbish pile -32.50009 149.65462 749411 6401026 No picture available 

36 rubbish pile -32.50019 149.65448 749397 6401014 
 

37 rubbish pile -32.50012 149.65443 749393 6401022 
 

38 rubbish pile -32.50004 149.65447 749396 6401031 
 

39 rubbish pile -32.50004 149.65452 749401 6401031 
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40 rubbish pile -32.49992 149.65452 749402 6401044 
 

41 
BAM 1 north 
centre line -32.49980 149.65456 749405 6401057 

 

42 
BAM 1 NE 
corner -32.49985 149.65465 749414 6401052 

 

43 
BAM 1 SE 
corner -32.50002 149.65461 749409 6401033 
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44 
BAM 1 south 
centre line -32.50001 149.65450 749400 6401034 

 

45 
BAM1 SW 
corner -32.50000 149.65443 749393 6401035 

 

46 
BAM 1 NW 
corner -32.49981 149.65446 749397 6401056 

 

 

 

  








