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Objective 
This pesticide notification plan has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Pesticides Regulation 2017 (the Regulation). 

The aim of this plan is to meet Councils obligation to notify the community when planning to use 
pesticides in public places that are owned or managed by Council. This plan allows members of 
the community to take action to avoid potential contact with pesticides, if they wish. The council 
ensures that pesticides are applied to public places in a safe, responsible manner minimising harm 
to the community and the environment. 

The plan details how Mid-Western Regional Council will notify members of the community of 
pesticide applications made by the Council to public places. 

The term ‘pesticide’ is applied to chemicals used to kill pests and minimise their impact on 
agriculture, health and other human interests. Pesticides are the general term given to herbicides, 
insecticides, fungicides, rodenticides etc. 

The plan describes: 

 The public places are covered by the plan. 

 Who regularly uses these public places and an estimate of the level of use. 

 How and when Council will provide the community with information on the pesticide 
applications in public places. 

 Where the community can access the plan and get more information regarding Council’s 
notification arrangements. 

 How future reviews of the plan will be conducted. 

 Contact details for anyone wishing to discuss this plan with Council. 

The majority of pesticide use will comprise of applying herbicides for the control of weeds and 
applying insecticides to manage identified insect pests. 

Further information on Council’s pesticide use can be obtained by contacting Council’s Operations 
Department on (02) 6378 2851 or by visiting the website www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au 
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1. Public Places Covered By This Plan 
Mid-Western Regional Council proposes to use and/or allow the use of pesticides in the following 
public places within the Council’s area of responsibility: 

 Parks and public gardens 

 Family Day Care playground facilities 

 Playgrounds and BBQs 

 Pools 

 Sporting fields, ovals and facilities 

 Council buildings, public conveniences, structures and surrounds 

 Road verges, reserves and drains 

 Laneways and pathways 

 Easements accessible to the public 

 Drainage reserves 

 Cemeteries 

 Showgrounds, saleyards and aerodrome 

 Water treatment and sewerage plants/pump stations 

 Pound 

 Waste management facilities 

 Tourists parks (Councils) 

 Riparian Zones 

This plan will also provide information on how notice will be provided to the community of pesticide 
use in the interiors of the following council buildings: Council chambers, library and community 
halls/centres. 

The Council’s estimate of the level of community use, regular user groups and types of pesticide 
use in each of these categories of public places is summarised in the following table. 

Although not required by the Regulation, a summary of the type of pesticide use in each category 
of public place is also provided. 
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PUBLIC PLACES 
OWNED OR 

CONTROLLED 
BYCOUNCIL 

REGULAR USER 
GROUPS 

LEVEL OF USE 
OF PUBLIC 

PLACE 
TYPE OF PESTICIDE USE 

(A) PUBLIC PARKS AND 
GARDENS 

 Children and young 
families 

 Elderly people 

 General recreational 
users (joggers, dog 
walkers, picnickers) 

 Council staff 

Very high, frequent 
use by multiple 

users with short to 
medium length 

stays 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale insecticides 

 Fungicides 

 Fruit fly baits 

(B) FAMILY DAYCARE 
PLAYGROUND 

 Children 

 Young families 

 Parents 

 Council staff 

low to medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

C) PLAYGROUNDS  Children 

 Young families 

 Council staff 

High 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

D) POOLS  Families

 Social groups

 Council staff

 Tourists

 Swimming club

 Community groups

High 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 

E) SPORTING FIELDS, 
OVALS AND RELATED 
FACILITIES 

 Sporting clubs and 
associations 

 School sports groups 

 General recreational use 
(joggers, dog walkers 
etc) 

 Council staff and 
contractors 

High 

 Spot herbicides

 Spot insecticides

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides

 Broadscale insecticides

 Fruit fly baits

 Fungicides

F) ROAD VERGES AND 
RESERVES 

 Local residents or visitors 

 Council staff 
Low for rural roads 

 
Medium to high for 

urban roads 

 Spot herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 

G) LANEWAYS AND 
PATHWAYS 

 Local residents 

 People in the vicinity 

 Visitors to the area 

 Children 

 Council staff 

Medium to high 

 Spot herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 
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PUBLIC PLACES 
OWNED OR 

CONTROLLED 
BYCOUNCIL 

REGULAR USER 
GROUPS 

LEVEL OF USE 
OF PUBLIC 

PLACE 
TYPE OF PESTICIDE USE 

H) EASEMENTS  Local residents 

 People working in the 
vicinity 

 Children 

 Council staff 

Low to medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Broadscale non- selective 
herbicides 

I) DRAINS  Local residents living 
adjacent to the drain 

 Local residents or visitors 
walking or driving past 
drain 

 Council staff 

Low to medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Broadscale non- selective 
herbicides 

J) CEMETERIES  Funeral Directors 

 Residents 

 Relatives of deceased 

 Visitors 

 Council staff 

Medium to high, 
especially at 

certain times of 
year such as 
Christmas, 

Mother’s Day, 
Father’s Day 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non- selective 
herbicides 

 Vermin Control (rabbit baits) 

K) WATER TREATMENT 
WORKS, WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT WORKS 
AND  SEWERAGE 
PUMPING STATIONS 

 Inspectors 

 Auditors 

 Public walking or driving 
past 

 Council staff 

Low 

 Spot herbicides 

 Broadscale non- selective 
herbicides 

L) SHOWGROUNDS  Local residents 

 Showtime users 

 Horse users 

 Visitors to the area 

 Children 

 Council staff 

 Community groups 

 Cleaners and contractors 

Low - medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non- selective 
herbicides 

M) AIRPORT FACILITIES  Pilots 

 Passengers 

 Families 

 Aero sport clubs 

 Farmers 

 Council staff 

Medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non- selective 
herbicides 

 Vermin control (rabbit baits) 
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PUBLIC PLACES 
OWNED OR 

CONTROLLED 
BYCOUNCIL 

REGULAR USER 
GROUPS 

LEVEL OF USE 
OF PUBLIC 

PLACE 
TYPE OF PESTICIDE USE 

N) SALEYARDS  Stock 

 Farmers 

 Auctioneers 

 Council staff and 
contractors 

 Truck drivers 

Low - medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 

 Vermin control (rabbit baits) 

O) WORKS DEPOT  Council staff and 
contractors 

 visitors 

 company sales 
representative 

 couriers 

 delivery drivers 

 sporting club 
representatives 

Low 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 

 Vermin control (rabbit baits) 

P) ANIMAL SHELTER - 
POUND 

 Council staff and 
contractors 

 Visitors 

Low - medium 

 Spot herbicides 

 Spot insecticides 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 

 Vermin control (rabbit baits) 

Q) NOMINATED COUNCIL 
BUILDINGS INTERNAL 
AND SURROUNDS 

 Library users (including 
infants, children, school 
groups and the elderly) 

 Council Staff and 
contractors 

 Infants, Children and 
their carers  

 Parent groups / 
playgroups 

 Community groups 

 Members of the public 

High 

 Spot insecticides 

 Bait rodenticides 

 Spray termiticides 

 Spray ant control 

 Bait termiticides 

 Bait ant control 

 Bait bird control 

 Spot herbicides 

 R) CARAVAN/TOURIST 
PARKS 

 Permanent Residents 

 Council Staff 

 Contractors 

 Tenants 

 Visitors High 

 Spot insecticides 

 Bait rodenticides 

 Spray termiticides 

 Spray ant control 

 Bait termiticides 

 Bait ant control 

 Broadscale selective 
herbicides 

 Broadscale non-selective 
herbicides 
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2. Notification Arrangements 
This section of the plan describes how and when Mid-Western Regional Council will provide notice 
of pesticide use in public spaces. It includes special measures for sensitive places that are 
adjacent to public places, arrangements for emergency pesticide applications and circumstances 
where notification will not be given. 

These notification requirements are based on Mid-Western Regional Council’s assessment of; 

 the level of usage of public places where pesticide may be used; 

 the extent to which members of the public who are most likely to be affected by the 
pesticides (young children, sick, pregnant and elderly people) and are likely to use these 
areas regularly; 

 the extent to which activities generally undertaken in these areas could lead to some direct 
contact with pesticides (such as picnic areas where food is consumed; sporting or other 
recreational activities that result in contact with the ground); 

 the type of pesticide used. 

Notice of pesticide use will be provided by one of the following or a combination of; 

 signs; 

 information on Council’s website (which will describe programmed, reactive and emergency 
pesticide use in public places); 

 social media (Facebook); 

 letterbox drops; 

 advertising in Mudgee Guardian; 

 door knocks (in person); 

 phone contact. 

Mid-Western Regional Council will also have a central register whereby individuals or 
organisations can nominate to have their details listed which allow them to be notified when certain 
types of pesticides are going to be used in certain places.  

This notification plan applies to all Council staff and contractors. Where Council uses contractors 
to apply pesticides on its behalf, Council will ensure that the contractor notifies the community in 
accordance with the notification requirements outlined in this plan. Where persons or organisations 
hold an existing lease on Council land that remains a public place and use pesticides in this area, 
Council will still require notification in accordance with the requirements of this plan.  

When baiting of vermin such as rabbits occurs, staff and contractors will adhere to all conditions 
(including signage and notification) for that pesticide. 
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2.1 Notice Exemptions 

Council will not provide notice for the use of pesticides (such as chlorine) used for the purpose of 
water treatment in outdoor public spaces such as public swimming pools 

The Council uses small-scale quantities of some pesticides that are widely available in retail 
outlets and ordinarily used for domestic purposes (including home gardening). The Council does 
not intend to provide notice for such pesticide applications other than by way of this description in 
this plan (or general information on Council’s website). This will apply to minor control of indoor 
and outdoor insect pests using baits or aerosol spray cans and spot weed control using a wand, 
hand-held spray bottle or knap sack. 

2.2 Outdoor Recreation Areas 

The notification arrangements described below will apply to the following categories of public place 
owned or managed by Mid-Western Regional Council. 

 public parks and gardens 

 playgrounds barbeque areas 

 pools 

 sporting fields, ovals and related sporting facilities 

 reserves and other natural areas 

In these public places, signs will be provided to the general community near the application area or 
main entrances at least 48 hours prior to application and remain for at least 48 hours afterwards 
for the following pesticide uses: 

 spot spraying herbicides (unless small scale than refer to 2.1 exemptions) 

 broadscale selective herbicides 

 broadscale non-selective herbicides 

 broadscale insecticides 

 fungicides 

 fruit fly baiting (where part of ongoing program, first pesticide use only) 

Additional signage will be attached to the vehicle for applications that a spray vehicle is utilized.  

Where any of the above pesticide uses occur adjacent to sensitive places (see definition of 
sensitive places under subsection 2.11 ‘Special measures for sensitive places’), or are registered 
with Council on the Pesticide Notification Central Register, the occupiers will be provided 48 
hours’ prior notice by phone, letterbox drop or in person (whichever is most practicable). 

For ‘high use’ outdoor recreation areas Council will endeavor to schedule spraying activities to 
coincide with interval periods of low use. In the event this is not possible, Council will deploy an 
employee to notify and direct pedestrian movements and prevent access to application areas (or 
as specified on chemical label instructions). This will be in addition to displaying appropriate 
signage. 
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For sporting fields, ovals and related sporting facilities, sporting groups and occupiers of 
adjacent sensitive places who register interest with Council can also have notice of the above 
pesticide uses by email, phone or in person, of pesticide use 48 hours prior to application of 
pesticides. 

For roadside rest areas, signs will be provided near the application area at the time of application 
and remain for at least 48 hours afterwards. 

2.3 Outdoor Public Thoroughfares and Easements Accessible to The Public 

The notification arrangements described below will apply to the following categories of public place 
owned or controlled by Mid-Western Regional Council within the LGA: 

 laneways and pathways 

 road shoulders and verges 

 road easements accessible or adjacent to public 

 drains 

Notification will only be given if the pesticide use will be adjacent to sensitive places or if the 
occupier has registered interest with Council on the Pesticide Notification Central Register. 

2.4 Cemeteries 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at the entrance 
to each of the Council’s cemeteries at least 48 hours prior to application and remain in place for 48 
hours after application with the exception of baiting for vermin such as rabbits when staff and 
contractors will adhere to all conditions (including signage and notification) for that pesticide. 
These can involve the provision of at least 1-week notification, either by letterbox drop to all 
adjoining residents and users and/or signage placed around are of control, and to remain for at 
least 2 weeks after the application. 

 broadscale non-selective herbicides 

 broadscale insecticides 

 fungicides 

 large vertebrate baiting (rabbit control) 

2.5 Showground 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at each 
entrance to the showground at least 48 hours prior to application and remain in place for 48 hours 
after application with the exception of baiting for vermin such as rabbits when staff and contractors 
will adhere to all conditions (including signage and notification) for that pesticide. These can 
involve the provision of at least 1-week notification, either by letterbox drop to all adjoining 
residents and users and/or signage placed around are of control, and to remain for at least 2 
weeks after the application. 
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Application of pesticides shall be carried out when there is no user group booking the area: 

 broadscale non-selective herbicides 

 broadscale insecticides 

 fungicides 

 large vertebrate baiting (rabbit control) 

2.6 Airport Facilities 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at each 
entrance to the aerodrome where application is near entrances, at least 48 hours prior to 
application and remain in place for 48 hours after application with the exception of baiting for 
vermin such as rabbits when staff and contractors will adhere to all conditions (including signage 
and notification) for that pesticide. 

Where it is not near pedestrian areas, no notification will be provided unless required under the 
conditions for that pesticide. 

 spot spraying herbicides 

 broadscale non-selective herbicides 

 broadscale insecticides 

 fungicides 

 large vertebrate baiting (rabbit control) 

2.7 Saleyards 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at the entrance 
to the saleyards at least 48 hours prior to application and remain in place for 48 hours after 
application with the exception of baiting for vermin such as rabbits when staff and contractors will 
adhere to all conditions (including signage and notification) for that pesticide. 

Timing of pesticide application should be so not to be carried out when saleyards are in use. 
Where it is not near pedestrian areas, no notification will be provided unless required under the 
conditions for that pesticide. 

 spot spraying herbicides 

 large vertebrate baiting (rabbit control) 

 spot spraying of non-selective herbicide 

2.8 Works Depot 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at each 
entrance to the depot where application is near entrances, at least 48 hours prior to application 
and remain in place for 48 hours after application with the exception of baiting for vermin such as 
rabbits when staff and contractors will adhere to all conditions (including signage and notification) 
for that pesticide. 
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Where it is not near pedestrian areas, no notification will be provided unless required under the 
conditions for that pesticide. 

 spot spraying of non-selective herbicide 

 large vertebrate baiting (rabbit control) 

2.9 Water Treatment and Wastewater Plants/Sewerage Pump Stations 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at each 
entrance to the site where application is near entrances, at least 48 hours prior to application and 
remain in place for 48 hours after application. Where it is not adjacent to residential areas, no 
notification will be provided. 

 spot spraying of non-selective herbicide 

2.10 Animal Shelter/Pound and Waste Facilities 

Information on the following types of pesticide use shall consist of signage placed at the entrance 
to the site where application is near the entrance, at least 48 hours prior to application and remain 
in place for 48 hours after application. Where it is not near pedestrian areas, no notification will be 
provided. 

 spot spraying of non-selective herbicide 

 broadscale insecticides 

2.11 Nominated Council Buildings and Surrounds 

For pesticide use in council chambers, council-owned libraries, community halls and centres and 
childcare facilities that are owned or controlled by Council, signs will be provided near the 
application area or main entrance at least 48 hours prior to application and remain for at least 48 
hours afterwards for the following pesticide uses: 

 spot use of insecticides 

 bait rodenticides 

 spray termiticides 

 spray ant control 

 spot use broad-scale herbicide 

Information for the general community will be posted on Council’s website and on social media 
about the above applications and on the following pesticide use in the above council buildings: 

 bait termiticides 

 bait ant control 
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2.12 Caravan and Tourist Parks 

The notification arrangements described below will apply to the following categories of public place 
owned or managed by Mid-Western Regional Council. 

 Caravan Parks 

 Campgrounds 

 All Buildings, amenities and facilities within Caravan Parks 

 All recreational areas within Caravan Parks 

In these public places, signs will be provided to the general community near the application area or 
main entrances at least 48 hours prior to application (where possible) and remain for at least 48 
hours afterwards for the following pesticide uses: 

 spot spraying herbicides (unless small scale than refer to 2.1 exemptions) 

 broadscale selective herbicides 

 broadscale non-selective herbicides 

 broadscale insecticides 

 fungicides 

Signs will be provided near the application area or main entrance at least 48 hours prior to 
application and remain for at least 48 hours afterwards for the following pesticide uses: 

 spot use of insecticides 

 bait rodenticides 

 spray termiticides 

 spray ant control 

2.13 Special Measures for Sensitive Places 

Part 5 Division 1 Clause 39 of the Regulation defines a sensitive place to be any: 

 school or pre-school 

 kindergarten 

 childcare centre 

 hospital 

 community health centre 

 nursing home 

 place declared to be a sensitive place by the EPA 

For broadscale applications notice will be provided 48 hours prior to date of application. Where 
pesticide application is required near vineyards, application will be timed to avoid damage to crop 
and carried out in appropriate weather conditions. For non-emergency reactive spot pesticide use 
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in outdoor public places adjacent to sensitive places, Council will provide 48 hours’ notice before 
commencing spraying application, to the occupier/user by phone or in person, whichever is most 
practicable. 

Persons and organisations who are sensitive to pesticides either for health reasons or because of 
organic status, may indicate to Council in writing, their need and reason to be included on a 
Pesticide Notification Central Register.  

For emergency pesticide application such as treating wasps or bees where the public may be 
harmed, 30 minutes notification, where practicable, by phone or in person will be provided so 
people are aware of the situation and why the pesticide must be used. 

2.14 Emergency Pesticide Applications 

In those cases, where emergency applications of pesticides must be carried out in outdoor public 
places, Mid-Western Regional Council will, where possible, give notice by way of signage nearby 
at the time of application and on social media. When this is not possible, information can be 
obtained by request to the staff applying the pesticide. 

3. What Information Will Be Provided 
In accordance with Part 5 Division 2 Clause 41(h) of the Regulation. Notices of pesticide use must 
include all of the following information: 

 the full product name of the pesticide to be used 

 the purpose for which the pesticide is to be used 

 the proposed dates or date range for the pesticide use 

 the place where the pesticide is to be used 

 contact telephone number and email address of the Council officer who persons can 
contact to discuss the notice 

 any warnings about limitations on the subsequent use or re-entry to the public place of 
application as specified on the product label or the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA) permit 

Signs will be clearly recognisable to the general public and Council staff. 

As already noted, Council’s website will have a dedicated area that describes its programmed, 
reactive and, if practicable, emergency pesticide use in public places with a link to this notification 
plan. 
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4. How The Community Will Be Informed of This Plan 
Mid-Western Regional Council will advise residents of the plan and its contents by: 

 making a copy available for public viewing free of charge during office hours at all Council 
Offices: 

 86 Market Street Mudgee 

 109 Herbert Street Gulgong 

 77 Louee Street Rylstone 

 placing a copy of the plan on the Council website at www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au 

 placing a notice in the Sydney Morning Herald, The Mudgee Guardian. 

 placing a notice in the NSW Government Gazette 

5. Future Reviews of the Plan 
The notification plan will be reviewed every 3 years unless regulations change during that period in 
which it will be reviewed as directed. The review will include: 

 placing the plan on public exhibition, with the proposed changes and calling for public 
submissions 

 in the light of public submissions, make recommendations for alterations to the plan if 
applicable. 

6. Contact Details 
Anyone wishing to contact Council to discuss the notification plan or obtain specific details of 
pesticide applications in public places should contact: 

Mid-Western Regional Council 

PO Box 156 

Mudgee NSW 2850 

 

Phone (02) 6378 2850 

Fax (02) 6378 2815 

Email council@midwestern.nsw.gov.au 

 

or access Council’s website www.midwestern.nsw.gov.au 


