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11.4 Mudgee Fine Foods Inc. - Robertson Park Farmers Markets 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 19 MAY 2021 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400088, PAR300628 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Mudgee Fine Foods Inc. - 

Robertson Park Farmers Markets; and 

2. endorse a change to the Memorandum of Understanding with Mudgee Fine 
Foods Inc. to allow up to two markets each calendar month at Robertson Park.  

 
Executive summary 
The Mudgee Farmers Markets have been operating at Robertson Park since July 2019. The move 
has been successful with visitation numbers increasing substantially. Council has been 
approached to consider changes to the Memorandum of Understanding with Mudgee Fine Foods 
so that additional markets can be held throughout the year. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
Nil  
 
Detailed report 
Mudgee Fine Foods are reporting significant visitation numbers at the Farmers Markets held at 
Robertson Park. As a result, a request has come from Mudgee Fine Foods asking Council to 
consider allowing additional markets to be held throughout the year.  
 
Under the current MOU, up to 16 markets are allowed each year. The request is for this to increase 
to be up to 24 markets. 
 
A number of factors need to be considered with this request. There would be an increase in the 
usage of Robertson Park and this may lead to increased maintenance being required. Ultimately, 
the Park (and the Markets) play an important part in the presentation of the town and provide an 
important economic support for local producers. The investment in our Parks & Gardens team is 
representative of this investment in ensuring that the town is presented well. It is believed that with 
the small amount of increased income from the non-exclusive hire of the Park, we can continue to 
maintain the park to a high standard. 
 
The letter from Mudgee Fine Foods indicates that they would like to have the flexibility to hold the 
markets on a Saturday or a Sunday. While there is no issue with this, it is important that Mudgee 
Fine Foods confirm their dates and book with Council. Primarily, this allows staff to be aware of the 
dates and can plan maintenance and repair activities around dates where possible. It is also 
because there are other bookings that are taken for the park (and the rotunda in particular). 
 
Another consideration is the impact that the decision may have on other markets in Mudgee. There 
are markets held at the Anglican Church and Lawson Park once a month and an increase in the 
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number of markets may well see conflicts emerge with these markets if they are held on the same 
day. The advice from Mudgee Fine Foods is that this will not cause an issue. However, it may be 
that Council would prefer to see some consultation and feedback from these markets prior to 
changing the Memorandum of Understanding.  
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Looking After Our Community 
Goal Vibrant towns and villages 
Strategy Maintain and promote the aesthetic appeal of the towns and villages within the 

Region 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Not Applicable 
 
Legislation 
Not Applicable 
 
Financial implications 
There will be a slight increase in income raised from the markets. This is relatively immaterial but 
can offset the costs of maintaining Robertson Park to a high standard. 
 
Associated Risks 
There is some impact on the park from the increased use. This is mitigated to a large degree by 
the concentration of the market stalls around the rotunda, meaning that there is less wear and tear 
on the grassed areas. 
 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

3 May 2021 
 
Attachments: 1. Mudgee Fine Foods Letter to MWRC Re: MOU.   

2. DRAFT - Memorandum of Understanding MWRC and Mudgee Fine Foods 
May 2021 - With Track Changes.    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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